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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL AMERICAN INTERPARLIAMENTARY FORUM ISSUES STATEMENT 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 10 Sep 81 pp 2, 3 


[Text] The delegations of the legislative bodies of the republics of Costa 
Rica, Honduras and Guatemala, meeting in a joint session in this capital, have 
drafted what could be described as a landmark statement acknowledging the 
efforts of the Government of the Republic of Guatemala in pursuing its 
National Literacy Plan, as well as the participation of government and private 
agencies in achieving the plan's noble objectives. 


The delegations also acknowledged the nation's involvement in incorporating 
indigenous groups into the country's ongoing educational program. 


The declaration contains nine points and addresses essential issues such as 

the incorporation of Honduras's legislative body into the entity made up of 

the legislative bodies of Central America; the rejection of any decision by 

a government or organization according recognition to subversive or terrorist 
groups; not allowing extremists to wrongly decide the destiny of Central 
America's peoples through violence; rejection of all forms of political and 
social terrorism and violence aimed at seizing power in Latin America; 
meaningful education for children and young people in rural and underprivileged 
areas, laws to prevent spectacles fostering violence or terrorism, and other 
issues, each one of which warrants special attention and commentary. 


The meeting of the delegations of the aforementioned legislatures was held 
pursuant to an invitation from the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala, and 
the valuable Interparliamentary Forum stemmed from a suggestion by the 
president of the Congress, Jorge Bonilla Lopez. 


The forum was divided into four parts, as follows: 

Agenda, Part I 

1. Speech on the formation of the entity comprising the legislatures of 
Central America, by the representative of the Congress of the Republic of 
Guatemala, Manuel Salvador Polanco Ramirez. 


2. Foreign meddling in the Central American region, by the representative of 
the Congress of the Republic, Hector Napoleon Alfaro. 











3. Violence and terrorism, by the representative of the Congress of the 
Republic of Guatemala, Jorge Bonilla Lopez. 


Part II 


1. The electoral process as a democratic manner of exercising political power, 
by the honorable representative of the Legislative Assembly of Honduras, 
Carlos Montoya. 


2. The socioeconomic structure of Central America, by the representative of 
the Legislative Assembly of Costa Rica, Federico Villalobos V. 


Part III 


1. Peace and development, by the representative of the Congress of the 
Republic of Guatemala, Jose Trinidad Ucles. 


(Fifteen minute recess) 

Part IV 

1. National Literacy Plan, run by the Education Ministry 
2. Final declaration 

The important declaration, signed "ad referendum," reads: 


The honorable delegations of the legislative bodies of the republics of Costa 
Rica, Honduras and Guatemala, meeting in a joint session in Guatemala City 
on 9 September 1981, 


Whereas: 


When the Central American Community Agreement was brought before the 
congresses of these nations, meeting in 1981, at the request and initiative 
of the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala, the representatives of the 
legislative bodies of the sister republics, convinced that they were faith- 
fully interpreting the will of the peoples they represent and solemnly 
acknowledging the real nature of the indestructible ties linking the 
republics of Central America, felt that because of their geographic 
continuity, historic traditions, sameness and equality of interests and single 
social and spiritual conscience, they ought to exert joint efforts to benefit 
the common good, peace and justice; and 


Whereas: 
Central American unity must be extended to all levels of national and 


regional interest by coordinating criteria for addressing and solving common 
problems; and 














Whereas: 


When Central American interparliamentary meetings are held, they should seek 
to pass resolutions to realize the ideal of restructuring the Central American 
nation, as well as to discuss and reach agreement on anything conducive to 

the progress, peace and well-being of Central America's citizens and, 
basically, to establish unity in defending our national interests and in 
upholding the principles of noninte:-vention and the self-determination of 
peoples, 


Therefore declare: 


First: Their satisfaction with the incorporation of the legislature of the 
Republic of Honduras into the entity comprising the legislatures of Central 
America; 


Second: Their absolute rejection of any decision by a government or organization 
according recognition to subversive or terrorist groups or acknowledging that 
they might have a role to play in resolving the internal crises of the 

nations of the area, inasmuch as this constitutes a dangerous form of inter- 
vention in the internal affairs of another country; 


Third: Their determination not to allow extremists of whatever ideological 
leanings to wrongly decide the destiny of the peoples of Central America 
through violence, and in contrast to seek to institute and strengthen, 
through their legitimately established organizations, dialogue and 
tolerance as forms of political conduct and practice; 


Fourth: To urge the peoples of Central America to become aware of their 
obligation to help achieve the region's coveted peace, so that all, without 
exception, will contribute to the area's comprehensive development under the 
law, so that elections represent the democratic path along which ideological 
and political stands can be expressed, so that the votes cast by our peoples 
provide the best answer to foreign intervention, which is trying to impose 
systems that are alien to us; 


Fifth: Their rejection of any form of political and social violence and 
terrorism aimed at seizing power in Latin America by taking advantage of 
our young people and other segments of the population to achieve their 
reprehensible objectives, regardless of their inspiration or provenance; 


Sixth: To recommend that programs of instruction and programs within the 
system of education in general be designed to provide the opportunity of a 
meaningful education to the children and young people in rural and under- 
privileged areas, as members of the lower-income segment of the population, 
in a bid to democratize the essence and fundamental activities of schooling. 


Seventh: To recommend to the legislators in each country that they push for 
the passage of laws prohibiting the presentation of events and programs that 
publicize, glorify or promote violence and terrorism; 














Eighth: To acknowledge the efforts of the Government of the Republic of 
Guatemala in pursuing the National Literacy Plan and the involvement of 
government and private agencies in achieving its noble objectives; 


Ninth: To acknowledge the nondiscriminatory nationwide participation in in- 
corporating indigenous groups into the country's ongoing educational progran. 
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OCLAE HEAD DISCUSSES MOVEMENT'S PROSPECTS 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 6 Aug 81 p 6 


(Report on interview with Fernando Remirez, chairman of the Continental Organi- 
zation of Latin American Students, by Elsa Claro; date and place not given] 


[Text] The maturity of an organization is measured not only in years but also in 
actions that confirm its importance, as well as when its objectives are reflected 
in its achievements and it receives widespread recognition. This is true of 
OCLAE. 


On 11 August, the Continental Organiration of Latin-A rican Students (OCLAE) will 
mark its 15th anniversary. Because of this, we interviewed its chairman, Fernando 
Remirez. The first question, almost a required one, concerned the assessments of 
work done that can be made on this anniversary. 


"One of the general achievements among the most important ones," he said, “is the 
growth and consolidation of the OCLAE as representative of the continent's stu- 

dent movement, demonstrated by the fact that right now it has a membership of 27 
unions in 23 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, including several 


secondary-level organizations. 


“That means that in actuality the OCLAE's membership has doubled between its 

founding and today. Only 15 organizations attended the first review meeting. 
At the fourth, which we held as a part of the commemorative activities for the 
15th anniversary, there will be approximately 30. 


“Another significant achievement,” the OCLAE chairman went on, “is the strengthen- 
ing and developing of bonds of colidarity and cooperation amony Latin-American 
and Caribbean student organizations. I should note, first of all, that through- 
out these years, the continent's students have consistently and militantly 
reaffirmed their solidarity with the Cuban Revolution, condemning the imperialists’ 
aggression and blockade. 


"At the same time, there have been the massive, coucrete demonstrations of soli- 
darity with the Nicaraguan and Grenadan revolutions. One of the most striking 
examples was the formation and specific work of an OCLAE medical brigade, provid- 
ing its internationalist aid to our brother Nicaraguan people. 








“The same can be said, concerning solidarity, of the actions in support of all 
the peoples who are combating imperialism and its various forms of domination, 
the backing given the patriots in El Salvador, Guatemala, Chile, Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Paraguay and Haiti being particularly noteworthy at this time. 


“Third, and no less important than the items already cited, it must be stated that 
by means of the OCLAE, the students of Latin America and the Caribbean have, 
throughout these 15 years, strengthened their ties with the international student 
movement and the organizations representing it, especially the IUS [International 
Union of Students]. This has been seen in both the joint carrying out of many 
activities and the performance of shared tasks; and they have repeatedly stated 
their solidarity with the young people and peoples of not only our continent but 
also others, such as Vietnam, Palestine and South Africa." 


As an example of the activity and significance of the gestures of solidarity ren- 
dered during these 15 years, Remirez told us about the “highest embodiment, who 
was the Puerto Rican comrade Jose Rafael Varona, @ member of the OCLAE's Permanent 
Secretariat; he fell during a criminal Yankee bombardment of the Vietnamese 
people." 


Regarding the widespread recognition of the Latin-American students, Remirez 
spoke of the growing participation in international activities and their recog- 
nition by various specialized United Nations agencies, as well as the fact that 
the OCLAE was accepted as a UNESCO affiliate. 


The youth leader also noted the importance of informational work, especially with 
respect to mobilization of opinion about current important problens. These in- 
clude the students’ struggle for reform and democratization of education, for 
student rights, and against imperialist penetration of education, particularly 
right now, when some reactionary goverrments are trying to impose retrogressive 
laws to offset student victories achieved during many years of heated battle. 


Although he does not consider it a merit of the OCLAE, Fernando Remirez referred-- 
owing to its unquestionable importance--to the fact that young people's struggles 
in our geographical area are increasingly involved with the working class and 
other popular sectors. Consequently, the objectives are broader because of higher 
demands, which “will be met only when the second, final, independence of all the 
continent's people is attained." 


Concerning future work of the OCLAE, its chairman told us that among its major 
tasks is expansion of the campaign of solidarity with the people of El Salvador 
and the reopening of the Central University, closed by the genocidal military- 
Christian Democrat junta. 


The OCLAE's energies will also be focused on efforts to achieve democratization 
of education. To that end, a continent-wide seminar is planned, to be held at 
the end of this year in Ecuador. It is considered equally ‘mportant to continue 
strengthening the ties among international students' and yang people's organiza- 
tions. Moreover, it is especially important to strengthen the unity soundly based 
on anti-imperialist principles, which lead to unobjectionable acts of solidarity 
with the people of Latin America, the Caribbean and other continents. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL AMERICA POWDER KEG: RISK OF ESCALATION, CONTAGION 


Paris LE MONDE in French 30-31 Aug, 11 Sep 81 
{Article by Francis Pisani] 

[30-31 Aug 81 pp 1-3] 

[Text] Risk of Escalation 


Mexico City--The recent operation in Honduras by elite Salvadoran troops, followed 
by the installation of 21 U.S. military advisers on the Honduran side of the border 
between the two countries, shows that El Salvador's neighbors are in danger of being 
drawn into the Central American upheaval. A diplomat told us recently: ‘The region 
is headed inexorably for a state of nonpeace.” In fact, that cautious wording covers 
a disturbing reality. The internationalization of conflicts is a logical result in 
a region where the situation in each separate country is a factor for instability in 
all of them. ; 

Seven months after American military aid to the junta headed by Christian Democrat 
Napoleon Duarte was resumed and increased, the results in the field appear siim. In 
recent weeks the insurgents have even shown a capacity for action that they had never 
shown previously. For example, they seized several small towns such as Arcatao, in 
the Department of Cabanas, and Perquin, in the Department of Morazan. They have also 
resumed their activities in the capital. 


The junta and its American allies still refuse to negotiate and still believe they 
can win a military victory. Not having won it from the inside, they are seeking to 
do so by taking the insurgent positions, which are backed up against the Honduran 
frontier, from behind. Available information indicates they have had little success. 


As for the presence of American military advisers, its objective is to check possible 
attempts to supply the revolutionaries through Honduras. 


wastly, the FMLN (Faraoundo Marti National Liberation Front) claimed on 22 August 
that Honduran troops had moved into the northern part of El Salvador's Department of 
Morazan to support the counteroffensive launched in the south by the junta's :oldiers. 
In each of the cases considered, the risks incurred are perhaps greater than the gains 
achieved. This is because the actions undertaken give the guerrilla fighters justifi- 
cation for also operating militarily in Honduran territory, something they have so 

far refused to do, no matter how great the temptation. 











Since a political solution is out of the question for the moment, and since it has 
not been possible to break the insurgents with available military means, it appears 
that only one solution remains for the United States; escalation. That could be ef- 
fected by sending equipment or by sending in outside troops. Tne first possibility 
is unsatisfactory because the Salvadoran Army does not seem capable of absorbing ef- 
ficiently and quickly the sophisticated equipment that might be provided. Moreover, 
the Reagan administration, which would probably hesitate to send in U.S. troops be- 
cause of the political cost, seems to be encouraging the formation of a regional 
field force. Lastly, there is always the possibility of recourse to direct "air 
cover" (accompanied perhaps by the use of new weapons). Its effectiveness is open 
to discussion, but at least it would not endanger the lives of GI's. 


A more subtle possibility would be to “freeze" the military situation in El Salvador 
by counting on an interruption in supplies to the insurgents and their gradual weaken- 
ing. Meantime, an attack would be made on what many consider the source of the evil-- 
the Sandinist revolution--before it becomes too strong. 


Nicaragua: Difficult Moments 


For reasons that are both structural and related to the economic situation, Nicaragua 
is going through some especially difficult months which its enemies are tempted to 
take advantage of to do it in. Since almost all foreign exchange and employment de- 
pend on the growing of cotton, coffee, and sugarcane, the social situation in general 
is poor between April and November--that is, between harvests. (The first Sandinist 
insurrection occurred in September 1978, with the second in June and July of 1979.) 


Those customary problems are being made worse this year by the start of a blockade 
set up by the United States, difficult economic relations with the rest of Central 
Anerica, border tensions with Honduras, and armed action by former members of the 
National Guard. 


Inside the country, the regime must cope with opposition from the private sector, the 
church, and the opposition parties, which alternate between accepting the dialogue 
offered by the authorities and attempts at open defiance. The country suffers from 
the problems posed by natives on the Atlantic coast, among whom the influence of 
Somozaism has remained considerable. This latter problem is one that the new leaders 
have not managed to tackle diplomatically. 


The population has already realized that revolution is not paradise, and some of the 
citizens are showing clear signs of disenchantment. In the political area, the de- 
termination of the Sandinists to establish a radical revolutionary system while re- 
Specting the structures of a mixed economy sometimes creates a confused situation in 
which some people--both workers and employers--have trouble getting their bearings. 


There have recently been persistent rumors concerning the content of the talks held 
on 12 and 13 August in Tegucigalpa between General Paz Garcia and his opposite num- 
bers in Guatemala (General Lucas Garcia) and El Salvador (President Napoleon Duarte). 
The official purpose was to discuss trade problems. But given the importance of the 
men taking part in the talks, there is reason to doubt that they stopped there. The 
Honduran left claims that the three heads of state agreed on the establishment of a 
joint rapid deployment force that could be used either against the Salvadoran guer- 
rilla fighters or against the Nicaraguan revolution in combination with Somoza's 








former National Guard. According to the same sources, that deployment force would 
receive total support from the United States, which in the same spirit has just orga- 
nized the Atlacatl Brigade in El Salvador and, in recent months, considerably stepped 
up its military aid to the three countries in question. 


Honduras: Key Country 


Honduras, which served as the base of operations for the 1954 operation against the 
progressive regime of Colonel Arbenz in Guatemala, appears to be the key country in 
this context. The prospect of revolutionary upheaval there is remote despite the 
vast poverty, since the country's military regimes have sometimes been more progres- 
sive than those elsewhere, and the hope of change by electoral means is still very 
strong among the inhabitants. General elections are scheduled for 29 November this 
year. Some officers take a dim view of them, either because they fear the results 
or because they are afraid of losing power, the long exercise of which has enabled 
many of them to enrich themselves substantially. A coup d'etat with no justification 
other than halting the electoral process would be difficult to impose, both inside 
and outside the country, and even within the armed forces. But an open conflict with 
Nicaragua would make it possible to postpone the election date "decently." One part 
of the military institution opposes that option, either because it is concerned by 
the strength of the Sandinist army or because it feels that the country's only chance 
of avoiding the crises all around it is to stay out of other people's disputes. Op- 
posing that group are those who feel that the Central American countries have so much 
in common that fundamentally different political regimes cannot survive for long, 
whence the necessity to do away with Sandinism. The Honduran Army, which already has 
the region's best air force, has just received 10 U.S. helicopters and 16 British-made 
Scorpion tanks, and those additions considerably increase its combat capability. 





The attempt to set up a triangular military structure among the three northern coun- 
tries (Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras) rests primarily, however, on Guatemala, 
which is simultaneously the most populated, the richest, and the most powerful. Its 
government is the most resolutely anticommunist and the most willing to use every 
available means to eliminate subversion. 


The Guatemalan right has long proclaimed that it would fight the communist threat 
outside its own borders. For its part, the U.S. administration seems convinced that 
if any country must be defended at all costs, that country is Guatemala. The country 
has promising oil deposits, and if it fell, only Mexico would remain between the revo- 
lutionaries and the United States. 


Guatemala: Guerrilla Movement on the Offensive 


Long considered stable, Guatemala is showing signs of fragility. The ruling circles, 
remarkably homogeneous until now, are not all reacting in the same way to the economic 
crisis and the growing pressure from the revolutionary forces. Those differences are 
assuming relative importance because of the proximity of elections, which are sched- 
uled for the spring of 1982. 


What is new is the accelerating rise of the insurrectional movement. Following the 
failures of the early 1970's, it has managed to take root among the native inhabi- 
tants, who account for half of the total population. Militarily, the guerrilla orga- 
nizations claim to have inflicted casualties of 2,000 dead or wounded on the army 








during the first 6 months of this year. If true, that would represent more than 10 
percent of the genuinely active personnel in the security forces. Two facts are be- 
yond dispute: the revolutionaries now operate regularly in 19 of the country's 22 de- 
partments, including the capital, and in recent months they have conducted operations 
involving several hundred guerrilla fighters and have set up ambushes resulting in 
several dozen dead among their enemies. 


[1l Sep 81 p 5] 
[Text] Risk of Contagion 


Judging from the latest events, the Salvadoran civil war could lead 
to a regional conflict jeopardizing not only that country but also 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala. The other Central American 
countries--Belize, Costa Rica, and Panama--are not currently expe- 
riencing armed tension comparable to that of their neighbors. But 
in the present situation, some of their problems may suddenly take 
on new importance and contribute to destabilization. It is a deli- 
cate situation that neither Mexico nor Cuba can ignore. 


Mexico City--Belize is not yet on the list of Central American countries. A former 
British colony of 150,000 inhabitants, it has been autonomous since 1964 and will 
achieve independence on 21 September. On that same day, it will constitute a new 
focus of regional instability. In recent months, disagreement as to how its change 
in status should take place has deyenerated more than once into confrontations seri- 
ous enough to lead the authorities to impose temporary curfews. Internal tensions 
are threatening to become even more violent very rapidly. 


For its part, Guatemala is apparently not renouncing its claim to Belize, which is, 
“constitutionally,” an integral part of its territory. Moreover, the former colony 
could have an abundance of petroleum, and its geographic location insures it of con- 
trol over outlets to the Caribbean. Lastly, since all the progressive forces in the 
region support independence, President Lucas’ regime fears that the new entity will 
quickly become a sanctuary for guerrilla fighters. That is no doubt why his govern- 
ment no longer recognizes the protocol that it nevertheless approved in London on 

11 March with Great Britain and Belize. The British Claim, however, to have received 
assurances that Guatemala was not contemplating any military venture. Lord Carrington 
is therefore justified in deciding that the British contingent overseeing the transi- 
tion will not exceed 1,000 soldiers and that it will be withdrawn after 1 year. 


A military venture in Belize would be risky, however, because of the international 
reactions it would certainly provoke, notably on the part of Mexico. Not all of 
Guatemala‘'s leaders seem to have realized that fact, and neither have some candidates 
in the presidential election. Since January, the Guatemalan Army has undertaken a 
systematic “cleanup” of all the guerrilla fighters it could find in the Department 

of Peten on the Belize frontier. 


Costa Rica: an Army? 


Costa Rica was able to provide itself with democratic institutions before its neigh- 
bors, and for several decades it has remained free of the turbulence buffeting the 














region. Today it is in danger of losing that considerable privilege. A number of 
violent actions have taken place in San Jose in recent months, and it is not yet 
known whether they should be attributed to revolutionary movements in the process of 
formation or to extreme rightwing agitation groups. The economic crisis is particu- 
larly serious, and very severe strikes, notably on the banana plantations, were rife 
throughout all of last year. 


For several months there has been renewed talk in some circles of [copy missing] of 

a real army. Costa Rica is the only country in the region, and one of the few in the 
world, that relies only on a relatively small police force to maintain internal order 
as well as defend the territory. The United States appears determined to go further. 
Mrs Kirkpatrick recently aroused President Carazo's ire by offering her government's 

aid in setting up an armed force worthy of the name. 


It is in that unsettled context that the campaign for the presidential election, 
scheduled for March 1982, is taking place. By all logic, it should bring the Social 
Democratic Party's candidate to power [copy missing]. 


The death of General Torrijos, Panama's strong man since 1968, is in itself an aggra- 
vating factor within the framework cf Central America. Torrijos was the guarantee cf 
internal cohesion in his own country, whose economic future remains bleak. AS a na- 
tionalist, he maintained contacts with Cuba as well as with the United States, and 

he was an indisputable element for regional security. In El Salvador, for example, 
his friendships among the revolutionaries did not prevent him from maiataining excel- 
lent contacts with the officers in the junta with whom he had attended military school 
in that country. Torrijos was one of the key pieces in any process of negotiation. 

He could also contribute to the pluralist direction of the revolutionary movements, 

to which he did not hesitate to make military facilities available from time to time. 


Mexico: Active Diplomacy 


Lastly, there is Mexico, which, while not part of what is commonly called Central 
America, nevertheless plays a key role in that region because of its new power as well 
as because of the historical ties linking it to the countries in question. Incontest- 
ably a member of the Western camp, but taking care to keep its distance from the 
United States, Mexican diplomacy is extremely active in the region. No serious at- 
tempt at dialogue is made without its participation. But unless he succeeds in find- 
ing sizable support abroad, President Lopez-Portillo's scope for maneuver and initia- 
tive is limited, since his term of office is approaching its end just as the crisis 
seems likely to assume dramatic proportions. 


So each country in the region--without exception--is passing through a phase of in- 
stability and more or less serious uncertainty, the causes of which are the economic 
crisis and the challenging of traditional models of domination. Thomas Enders, U.S. 
under secretary of state for Latin America, has just admitted in connection with El 
Salvador that poverty has played some part in the regional agitation. And Washington 
is trying hard to establish a cooperation program with the participation of Canada, 
Venezuela, and Mexico. Officially, it is a matter of helping the Central American 
and Caribbean countries out of a bad situation. But rather than seeing it as a plan 
truly aimed at fostering development, the plan's detractors view it as a political 
ploy that would benefit primarily friendly regimes and private U.S. firms. 
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The resumption of military aid to Guatemala in recent months, the sending of 21 ad- 
visers to Honduras, and the authorization given to Salvadoran troops officered by 
Americans to cross their borders seem to indicate that the United States has no in- 
tention of abandoning its tough line. 


It is true that the proposal for economic cooperation shows that the Reagan adminis- 
tration has, in the space of a few months, gained a more complete view of regional 
problems and that it is developing a more complex and rore sophisticated policy. But 
this does not mean that Washington is seriously thinkiag of looking for a negotiated 
solution. Or the contrary, the military preparations underway from Honduras consti- 
tute a message. And in case it is not clear enough, "‘homas Enders said during his 
recent trip to Nicaragua that his government would not tolerate a victory by the left 
in El Salvador, that it has the means to prevent it, and that if necessary, it would 
not hesitate to use them. 


By retaining “military logic" as the core of its policy in the region, the Reagan ad- 
ministration is also forcing the revolutionary countries to stiffen their positions. 
The risk of conflict is sufficiently probable that Cubans and Nicaraguans are deciding 
to make preparations--which means training their people and arming their countries. 
Such a trend can only help to increase the risk of confrontation. 


According to the current logic, the Nicaraguans may even feel obliged to aid the Sal- 
vadoran revolutionaries. If the latter are eliminated, the Sandinists are convinced 
that their own regime would be the next target, with U.S. blessing, for the forces 
ruling El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. Statements to justify their fears are 
not lacking on the part of their opponents. 


Cuba the Target? 


Cuba itself is involved in this chain of circumstances that could very rapidly become 
dramatic. First of all, because some members of President Reagan's entourage dream 
(and they admit it) of making their President “the man who will retake Cuba." Their 
basic argument runs as follows: if the United States wants to see tranquillity again 
in Central America and the Caribbean, which it continues to regard as its own pre- 
serve, it must eradicate the evil at its source--that is, on the island. 


It could find (or create) an excellent pretext by encouraging military action against 
Nicaragua. If the Sandinists resist, nothing serious will happen. But if they look 
like collapsing, will Fidel Castro stand idly by while his enemies finish off a gov- 
ernment and country to which he is linked by so many ties? The United States would 
then have the best of reasons to go after Cuba directly, and that, in the final anal- 
ysis, would present the problem of Soviet solidarity. 


Reality is obviously too complex for anyone to say that history will follow such a 
catastrophic path. It is clear that the Reagan administration has a duty to find a 
new framework of relations with the region closest to it. If it fails--meaning a 
continuation of "military logic"--there is the danger that at least Central America 
and the Caribbean will be set ablaze. 


At the conclusion of a trip that took him to Mexico, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Honduras, [French] Minister of Poreign Affairs Cheysson felt justified in saying 
that all the ingredients for the explosive are in place. 


11798 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


FRG-ICAITI AGREEMENT--Yesterday the Government of the FRG and ICAITI 
[Central American Industrial Res2arch and Technolcgy Institute] signed a 
technical assistance agreement to conduct studies on environmental problems 
in the capital citics of Central America. Ambassador Walter Isledbe signed 
for Germany, and Francisco Aguirre B. for ICAITI. Under the agreement, 
German technicians and experts will be sent here to conduct various environ- 
mental studies along with ICAITI researchers and technical personnel. Among 
other projects, they will study and categorize water pollutants, catalog the 
various industrial wastes and hold technical and working meetings as well 

as roundtables on recycling techniques, waste treatment and methods of 
measuring and preserving air quality. The agreement states that when the 
studies are completed, enough information will be available so that the 
governments of Central America and organizations involved in this field can 
take appropriate steps to safeguard urban environments. [Text] [Guatemala 
City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 8] 8743 


CsoO: 3010/25 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


MARITIME UNIONS REJECT NEW LABOR LAW 
PY060249 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1916 GMT 30 Sep 81 


[Text] Valparaiso, 30 Sep (LATIN-REUTER)--Today the powerful Chilean maritime 
unions also rejected the new labor law by asserting that it favors the enterprises 
and "deprives" the workers of acquired benefits. 


The Chilean Maritime Confederation (COMACH) and the Bay Longstoremen Federation 
[Federacion de Empleados the Bahia], the main organizations of the Chilean 
dockworkers, last night decided to establish a sole front representing this sector 
to defend their interests. 


A previous declaration issued by Comach, after a meeting of the confederation's 
rank and file, stated that the new labor law for this sector “deprives the maritime 
workers of their legitimate rights, destroys their labor union structure, generates 
unemployment and stirs up hate among the workers." 


The maritime workers’ main claim is the elimination of the registration (matriculas) 
system by which the unions supplied the shipping companies with squads of registered 
workers. 


The new law provides for a registry for the new workers who will ve hired privately 
by the companies. 


Comach declaration also stated that the new law, which was implemented on Saturday, 
“deprives” the workers, “because we no longer have the right to negotiate and we 
lose what we had acquired regarding remunerations through many years of sacrifice." 


Eduardo Rios, president of the Bay Longshoremen Federation, sustained that the 
workers lose benefits which decrease their income by 24.48 percent. 


Comach has sent President Augusto Pinochet a note requesting the modification of the 
law by “including in it issues... like those he has stated in public many times, such 
as the respect for the acquired rights of the workers." 


The unions also announced their decision not to resort to strikes but according to 


union sources the number of workers who reported to work yesterday had decreased 
by more than 50 percent. 
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The Comach declaration stated that the elimination of the registration represents 


“outright unemployment of the maritime workers" because the shipping companies 
are given the freedom to hire whoever they desire. 


Other [words indistinct], recently complained about the new labor laws, but the 
government asserted that they favor the workers and they constitute a new code 
which will do away with sectorial privileges. 


The union's main criticism was the lifting of the ban on massive dismissals and 
other acquired rights. 


CSO: 3010/57 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BRIEFS 


BOMBS FOUND IN SANTIAGO—The carabineros found various explosive devices during 
an operation carried cut together with security service personnel in the 
Vivaceta Street and Bisquert Street sector [in Santiago] yesterday afternoon. 

The sector was fully cordoned off and the circulation of people and vehicles 

was precluded. The first reports released by sources involved in the invest iga- 
tion have indicated that antitank bombs, various kinds of explosive devices, wire 
barbs for puncturing tires and other unspecified devices were found. [Text ] 
[Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 2 Oct 6&1] 


SHELL STORAGE TANKS ATTACKED--Unknown persons have perpetrated an attack against 
gasoline tanks in Vina Del Mar. The group got as far as the (Las Salinas) sector 
on a (Peugeot) cab. The Shell Company has a large gasoline storage in this area. 
From the street the group shot at one of the tanks which stored 10,000 liters 

of premium gasoline, hitting a rail at the base of the tank, but causing no 
damage. A little later, the vehicle used in the attack was found. The car's 
owner and driver, who was not identified, explained that he had been held up, 
bound and put inside the car's trunk. All police from the fifth region and 
security service personnel are carrying out the necessary investigations to 
identify the authors of the attack. [Text] [PY301955 Santiago Chile Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 30 Sep 81] 


PRC, CHILEAN OFFICIALS MEET--Foreign Minister Rene Rojas Galdames and PRC Vice 
Foreign Minister Zhang Wenjin have considered the possibility of Chile and the 
PRC exchanging visits at the highest governmental level in the near future. 

Rojas has been invited to the PRC's office on the fifth floor of the UN building, 
and he was very pleased by the dialogue that was held there. [Text] [PY011420 
Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 1 Oct 81] 


ARMY OFFICER TO URUGUAY--Army Chief of Staff Maj Gen Julio Canessa Robert has 
traveled to Montevideo in order to participate in the celebrations of the 
anniversary of the death of Uruguayan hero Jose Artigas. During the stopover 

he made in Buenos Aires he met with his Argentine counterpart, Maj Gen Jose 

Antonio Vaquero. [Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 22 Sep 81 PY] 


CSO: 3010/57 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REAGAN ECONOMIC PROGRAMS DISCUSSED 
PAO20323 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 2 Oct 81 
["World Events" Commentary ] 


[Excerpts] U.S. President Ronald Reagan's much debated and strongly challenged 
economic program goes into effect with the new month of October. That is, what 
was up until now a sad possibility for millions of Americans, those of low 
income or those dependent on social assistant programs, has become a somber 
truth as of Thursday. 


The Republican administration's economic program is criticized primarily because 
it excessively increases the budget appropriations for military expenditures 

at the expense of those earmarked for social assistance, unemployment subsidies 
and other benefits. There is also harsh criticism of the reduction of taxes for 
large businesses, while the citizeas with less income are removed 7 this 
benefit. : 


President Reagan's domestic policy is further aggravated with measures that limit 
freedom of speech, such as those that prohibit the denunciation of the Central 
Intelligence Agency's excesses and that accentuate a return to the times when 
progressive intellectuals were persecuted and outstanding personalities in science 
and culture in that nation were brought before the famous Anti-American Activities 
Committee for voicing dissatisfaction with that state of affairs. 


If we add to all of this the wanton warlike offensive that has created centers of 
tension or worsened those already existing in different parts of the world, *iue 
arms race and unlimited support for the most reactionary and antipopular regimes 

in Asia, Africa and Latin America, we must conclude that the present U.S. Government 
is one of the most dangerous in the history of imperialism. 


Less than 10 months after his ascendance to power, President Ronald Reagan and his 
team of close collaborators have created one of the most difficult and complex 
international crises of recent times and broad sectors of the American people are 
already manifesting a growing concern over the risky adventure their rulers have 


begun. 

It is not difficult to predict that in the near or not too distant future, there will 
be a resurgence in the United States of popular protest demonstrations against the 
government that is guiding the nation toward grave conditions, which could endanger 
both its future and that of all of humanity. 


CSO: 3010/52 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. BILL GUARANTEEING CIA CLANDESTINITY NOTED 
PAOQ11916 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 1 Oct 81 
(“World Events" Commentary] 


[Excerpts] The U.S. House of Representatives has just approved a bill releasing 
the CIA from any public or private scrutiny. This measure must stili be approw d 
by the Senate and sanctioned by President Ronald Reagan without which it cannot 
become a law. However, these are steps that will be carried out for sure. 


To many political observers, this maneuver is clearly designed to guarantee the 
absolute clandestinity of the U.S. espionage apparatus and to put a stop to the 
scandalous revelations of former CIA agents who have disclosed many of CIA 
misdeeds. 


The purpose of this measure, adopted amid the present international situation which 
is characterized by the most obscurantist and aggressive positions of the Washington 
government, enables one to predict there will be a greater increase in the provoca- 
tive and adventurous foreign policy being carried out by the Reagan administration. 


If one views this in an allegorical way, one could say that the CIA's sinister 


submarine is again sinking in search for deep waters in order to prepare for the 
onslaught. 


The new law is also a reply to those who are asking themselves if the Reagan 
administration is planning to return to the sinister agency of espionage and sub- 
version all the impunity it enjoyed during the administrations of Richard Nixon 
and Lyndon Johnson when it was evident that it could do anything it pleased. 


These steps of the present U.S. Government clearly support those who have compared 
present times with the dark stage of McCarthyism, the witch hunt and the terrible 
anticommunism with which yankee imperialism started the postwar period. 


This measure represents a total regression to time which were believed to have 
been fully overcome. However, we must not forget that that imperialist policy 
failed loudly and led to important changes in the world balance of forces in favor 
of the revolutionary and progressive movements. The medieval political era which 
included the Hiroshima and Nagasaki crimes was followed by the height of the 
national liberation movements and the subsequent defeats of imperialism in its 
counterrevolutionary efforts. 


This new reactionary offensive will have no other result than new victories for the 
peoples. 


CSO: 3010/52 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CONSTRUCTION WORKERS’ PROJECTS IN LIBYA REPORTED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 1 Sep 81 p 1 


[Article by Pedro Rodriguez Gutierrez: "Quban Builders Wark om Contracts in Libya 
Worth 128 Million Pesos] 


(Text ] Tripoli--Cuba has contracted to do 128 million pesos of work for the Popular 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 


About 3,000 workers are involved in the cmstruction of housing, highways and other 
minor projects. They probably face the mst difficult missions of all those as- 
signed to different construction companies here. 


The Cubans closest to this capital work q@m a project 1,200 kilometers in the desert 
under climate conditions that force work to stop at 1100 hours and begin again 
generally at 1700 hours, with the sun still blazirg. 


The El Araneeb-Gatrum highway project in southern Libya covers 150 kilometers. In 
addition to the adverse climate ee, a large part of the road mst cross 
over quicksand and sand dunes. 


This was a challenge to the technolagy and tenacity of the cmstructigm workers. 
The first mes who arrived here in 1979 built temporary facilities; the highway 
construction began in 1980. 


Another asphalt road is being built for the Sebha-Obari segment; it covers 180 
kilameters in the desert. 


These segments are part of the road infrastructure in those areas and part of a 
highway network covering same 2,000 kilometers during a 10-year constriction period. 


Although they go through isolated areas, these roads connect different villazes to 
each other. Electricity,ar “civilization” as q@me foreign journalist commented, 
will soon arrive here. 


The Cuban workers will also build 1,042 housing units, already under cmstrutim 
in Libya. 


Jorge Dumenico Cabrera, a doctor specializing in febrile diseases for the Cuban 
branch of UNECA [Union of Caribbean Construction Enterprises], explained the 


19 














careful surveillance wer the workers' health here, given the physiological changes 
caused by a different climate and a different schedule. 

He is part of the main Cuban medical commission in Libya which evaluates any si- 
tuation of this type and makes decisions about then. 


Alcides Arteaga Capote heads the UNECA branch in the ou skirts of this capital. 


The quality of Cuban projects abroad is considered very good. When asked why by 


Nicaraguan colleagues, Arteaga explained that it is a duty and a maval commitment 
by the Cuban camstruction workers. 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


SIXTH ANAP CONGRESS TO BE HELD IN MAY 19862 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 2 Sep 81 p 3 


[article by Orlando Gamez: "Sixth ANAP Congress Will Work to Cmsolidate Strang 
Peasant Cooperative Movement") 


[Text] The Sixth ANAP [Natimal Association of Small Farmers] Congress which will 
be held in May 1982 will work hard to consolidate and develop the peasant coopera- 
tive movement. This was announced at a press conference yesterday. It was also 
learned that the local peasant assemblies to elect their naminees are already in 


progress. 


Orlando Barrios and Julio Pascual, vice presidents of the peasant arganiza . 
explained to reporters how this important congress will review accomplishments of 
the Fifth ANAP Congress, especially progress toward superior forms of production 
among our more advanced peasants, in order to strengthen the strong cooperative 

movement as much as possible. 


They reported that about 1,000 local delegates—approximately 73 percent with 
voice and vote—direct delegates and same 3 natimai and fareign quests will at- 


tend this most important meeting of the Cuban peasants. One delegate far each CPA 
[Agricultural and Livestock Cooperative] which exceeds 60 caballerias will have 
the right to participate in the congress in recognitim of the effort made for 
growth. At this time, there are already mare than 1,000 cooperatives of that su- 
perior socialist type in the country, 99 of which have mare than 60 caballerias. 





Barrios and Pascual recalled that the mmicipal assemblies to elect naminees 

for the Sixth ANAP Congress will begin this mmth. The first two are planned fa 
19 September in Yara, Granma Province, and Sandino in Pinar del Rio. The provin- 
cial assemblies where the final delegates to the congress will be chosen—through 
direct and secret vote--will begin cu 27 November with the one in Holguin Province 
and will end 24 Fetruary in Camaguey Provirce. 


They reported at the press conference that volunteer camtributims of money by the 
ANAP masses to pay for the expenses of the congress already reach 58 percent. Al- 
most 1.3 million pesos have been collected fram the small farmers. Havana and 
Ciego de Avila Provinces as well as the special mmicipality of Isle of Youth were 
the first to meet their cmtributim quotas. The province furthest behind in this 
is Guantanamo which has only met 10 percent of its qucta. 














The spokesmen explained that the National Organizing Committee for the peasant cm- 
gress decided to invite the ANAP professimal cadres in the mmicipalities that 
achieve 50 percent or more of the peasant area incorporated in the CPA by the time 
of the congress. At this time 11 mmicipalities surpass that 50 percent and, there- 
‘ore, have the right to send their professional cadres: Limonar, Marti, Perico, 
Jovellanos and Los Arabos in Matanzas Province; Bolivia, Ciro Redondo and Venezuela 
in Ciego de Avila; Colanbia in Las Tunas; Remedios in Villa Clara; and Yaguajay in 
Sancti Spiritus. 


They reported that the main motto of the ANAP Congress will be: "To the Sixth 
Congress for the development and strengthening of the cooperative movement ." 


7717 
CSO: 3010/5 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 





VEGETABLE, FRUIT, RICE PRODUCTION FIGURES GIVEN 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 11 Sep 81 p 3 . 


[Article by Ariel Rojas: "Sales of Vegetables, Produce to State Totaled Mare Than 
20 Million Quintals This Year") 


[Text ] Varadero--Sales of vegetables and produce to the state during the first 6 
months totaled more than 20 millim quintals to oerfulfill the plan far that per- 
iod, reported Carlos Perez, vice minister for the noncane section of MINAG [Minis- 
try of Agriculture]. He was at the opening of the Natimal Bmlation Plenary spon- 
sared by SNTAF [National Union of Agricultural and Forestry Workers] and MINAG and 
attended by about 400 delegates from the entire camtry. 


During the plenary which Julian Rizo, member of the party secretariat , closed, 
there was a repart on production in the first half of the year of vegetables, pro- 
duce, grains, citrus, fibers, fruit and other agricultural prodicts. 


The state was sent 10,301,000 quintals of vegetables with 7,379,000 corresponding 
to the state secta’. It was emphasized that potato production reached mare than 
5 millio quintals--that is, 500,000 mare than harvested in the previous campaign. 
It totaled more than 50 percent of the vegetable shipmert. 


The vice minister of agriculture said that all the provinces achieved yields of 
over 5,000 quintals per caballeria with the exception of Villa Clara. The pro- 
vinces of Pinar del Rio, Sancti Spiritus and Ciego de Avila had more than 6,000 
quintals as an average although Matanzas did best with 6,914,000 quintals. The 
work in Havana to harvest 558 caballerias and achieve averages of 5,896 quintals 
was pointed out. One interesting fact is that Havana, with 39 percent, and Matan- 
zas, with 9 percent, produced almost 50 percent of the total shipment of vegetables 
in the country. 


The produce shipment totaled 9,834,000 quintals of which 5,384,000 corresponded to 
the peasant sector. Sales to the state in this category equaled 2,635,000 quintals 
more than in the same period last year. Recards were set in winter harvests of 
tomatoes, onions and cabbage; they were characterized by high yields. 


As to citrus, there were shipments of 148,000 metric tons, same 28,000 tans more 
than the plan but 29 percent less campared to the same period last year. 
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Also the result of the 1980-81 winter rice campaign was pointed out: yields of 
1,301 quintals per caballeria which is 184 quintals more than the recard campaign 
in 1979. The three basic indicators of the rice plan--sowing, yield and production 
--were overfulfilled. The Fernando Echenique Enterprise in Garma Province was 
Outstanding in this. 


At the end of his repat, Carlos Perez said the important tasks in noncane agricul- 
ture are the fight to increase yields, increase work productivity, apply and gra- 
dually improve the features of the SDPE [Economic Management and Planning System] 
and increase demand in the fulfillment of plans and tecmolagy. 


At the end of the opening report, the delegates divided into seven wrk committees 
to analyze concrete problems in mltiple crops, citrus, rice, fibers, citrus mar- 
keting, seeds and choice fruits. 


During the afternoon, incentives for the first 6 months were presented to 36 van- 
guard workers in SNTAF and to the 21 winning enterprises and establistments in 
this stage of the emlatian. 


Also presiding were: Rene Penalver, member of the CC [Central Cammittee] and secre- 
tary general of SNTAF; Felix Duque, member of the CC and directa of agriculture in 

Matanzas; Esteban Lazo, alternate member of the CC and first secretary of the party 

in the province; and other leaders of MINAG and the secretariat of the agricultural 

union. 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CANE WINTER SOWING IMPORTANT TASK AT PRESENT 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 10 Sep 81 p 3 
[Article by Juan Varela Perez] 


[Text] The winter planting of cane, one of the six decisive tasks of this 
semester in the sugar sector, demands a great and steady effort during the 
remainder of September. 


The ground preparation that remains to be done for planting must be completed by 
the end of the next 10-day period. Experts feel that this is the ideal date to 
achieve the 6,294 caballerias on this month's calendar. 


The figures indicate that on the average, no fewer than 150 caballerias per 
working day must be prepared for planting. 


Speaking last 26 July in Las Tunas, our commander in chief set forth a series of 
tasks to be done during the second half of the year, calling them urgent. Among 
them is winter cane sowing, which is of the utmost importance in terms of raw 
materials for the predictions of the 1983 harvest. 


The Agrotechnical Office of the Sugar Agriculture Department of the Ministry of 
the Sugar Industry (MINAZ) has just released a series of recommendations which we 
feel are important now that the winter season is at its peak. 


The recommendations stress that quality should prevail in the preparation of land 
and in sowing; there should be no sloppy work, that is, there should be no 
sections left undone, and none of the established procedures should be omitted. 


Although it may seem obvious to everyone after so much insistence, the seed 
should be pricked in groups that have three to four buds and should be covered 
with the amount of dirt specified in the technical letter. Furrows should be kept 
1.60 meters apart, and no fewer than eight to ten buds should be placed in each 
linear meter, with selected, high quality seed. The master furrow should be 
planted correctly with a double row. 


These are factors and recommendations about which we have written on other occa- 
sions. Unfortunately, however, this pattern is not followed in all enterprises, 
and on many control and assistance visits by the Sugar Department of the 











Communist Party Central Committee, there has been criticism due to lack of 
compliance with some of these indications. 


Let us look at another interesting paragraph in the document in question: "We 
should plant the 6,294 caballerias that correspond to September, taking full advan- 
tage of the optimum season, so that by the thirtieth of this month we will have 
reached 8,219.6 caballerias. Thus we will not have to achieve any more between 
September and October, a traditionally rainy month which makes sowing difficult." 


Sugar experts feel that the winter planting is one of the most important tasks at 
hand. 


By the end of August, the rains appeared to be one of the factors limiting higher 
yields. The 2,977.5 caballerias sown represented 65 percent of the plan for that 
time period. 


Now the area corresponding to September must be planted, totalling 5,465.9 caba- 
llerias. This is the largest monthly plan of the season, and when the remainder 
of the August quota is added, the total comes to over 6,294 caballerias. If that 
goal is achieved, the month could end up with a total of 8,219.6 caballerias, or 
79 percent of the area planned for this season. 


Cuban sugar growers, say MINAZ experts, have asserted that the best time to plant 
Sugarcane is the "early cold season," or July, August and September. Within that 
period, the best month is the present one, so it is necessary to launch a vigor- 
ous planting effort to make sure the fields have enough plants in them to ensure 
high yields during the 1983 harvest and those that follow. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPAIRS UNDERWAY AT 113 OUT OF 152 SUGAR MILLS 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 1 Sep 81 p 1 
[Article by Luis Hernandez Serrano] 


[Text] As of the latest report on 17 August, 113 of the 152 sugar mills in the 
country were undergoing repairs for the next sugar harvest, JUVENTUD REBELDE 
learned in a brief interview with Rafael Seoane, who is in charge of the 
Maintenance Control Room of the Ministry of the Sugar Industry (MINAZ). 


He explained that as of that date, with the exception of the provinces of 
Matanzas, Pinar del Rio and Cienfuegos, which did not report their results, 101 
percent of the repair and investment plan for our primary industry had been 
completed. This means that a good job has been done to prepare the sugar mills 
that will begin operations for the 1982 harvest; it is even good in comparison 
with the same period of last year. 


The mills undergoing repairs had to carry out 18.75 percent of the total work 
planned for that activity by the above-mentioned date, and they performed 18.90 
percent. This reflects a great effort, particularly in the case of the mills 
where this important task is a greater burden. 


The MINAZ report for the period in question singles out the provinces of Santiago 
de Cuba, Sancti Spiritus and Havana, which achieved the highest percentages of 
their respective repair and investment plans. 


The lowest figures at the time corresponded to Holguin, with 71 percent completion 
of the plan; Camaguey, with 80 percent; and Villa Clara, with 96 percent. The 
other provinces in the country achieved more than 100 percent. 


Because they exceeded certain standards, the sugar mills that were most successful 
in fulfilling their plans were, in descending order: Candido Gonzalez and Sierra 
de Cubitas, with 260 and 250 percent, respectively, both in Camaguey; followed by 
Obdulio Morales, in Sancti Spiritus; Guatemala in Holguin; and Benito Juarez of 
Villa Clara. 


According to MINAZ specialists, the repairs are generally done as indicated, to a 
greater extent than specific investment criteria. In the latter activity, the top 
three in the country are Ciego de Avila, Havana and Las Tunas. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


PREPARATIONS FOR SUGAR TECHNICIANS' CONGRESS UNDER WAY 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 6 Sep 81 p 2 


[Article by Luis Hernandez Serrano: "Preparatims for 18th ATAC Congress, 2nd 
ATALAC Conventian Accelerate") 


[Text] Preparations for the 18th ATAC [Cuban Association of Sugar Technicians] Ca- 
gress and the 2nd ATALAC [Latin American and Caribbean Association of Sugar Tecmi- 
cians] Convention which will both be held in the Palacio de las Convenciones in 
our capital from 12 to 16 October are progressing rapidly, accarding to the organ- 
izing canmittee. 


About 1,000 delegates have already confirmed their attendance; 930 Cuban technicians 
and about 100 foreign technicians will participate in the discussion of the agenda. 


At this time, the 328 technical papers that will be discussed at this impartant su- 
gar meeting are being printed; 244 will be submitted to aval discussim while the 
remaining 84 will be presented to the participants through posters--that is, ex- 
pressed in murals in places easily visible to the delegates. 


Program 


The congress will open the morning of 12 October. Starting at 1200 hours, several 
groups of delegates will visit sugar centers like the Camilo Cienfuegos refinery 
in Santa Cruz del Norte, ICINAZ [Cuban Sugar Research Institute] in Quivican-- 
both in Havana--and INICA [Sugar-Cane Research Institute] of the Academy of Scien- 
ces in Havana City. 


On 13, 14 and 15 October, there will be discussions of the technical materials that 
the Cuban and foreign sugar specialists have sent to the event. On the morning of 
16 October, four instructional lectures will be given by. distinguished people in 
this branch. 


In the afternoon, the General Council of Members will be held and then the congress 
and convention will close. 


On Sunday, 11 October, a new exhibit of products made by many internationally re- 
cognized canmercial firms involved in sugar production will open. 
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Accarding to the organizing committee of this important meeting, the attendance 

of more than 25 fareign firms has been confirmed. It is expected that that figure 
will increase in the next few days due to the scope of the meeting and the renow 
that our country has achieved in its primary industry. 


Two Associations 


ATAC now has more than 2,000 members throughout the country. It was founded in 
1927 and is the oldest association of this type in Latin America, the Caribbean 
and in Cuba and is one of the oldest in the world. 


ATALAC was created in Mexico in 1979 during the 10th Plenary Meeting of GEPLACEA 
[Group of Latin American and Caribbean Sugar Exporting Countries]. It is made up 
of representatives of the sugar sectar in Mexico, Nicaragua, Honduras, Panama, 
Venezuela, Peru, Costa Rica, Brazil, Dominican Republic and Cuba. 


It actually cmsists of the associatims of sugar technicians in those camtries 
and its executive committee is formed by their respective presidents. 


Cuba holds the presidency and is the headquarters for ATALAC far 1 year. It was 


elected in September 1980 at the 10th ATAM [Mexican Association of Sugar Techni- 
cians] Congress which was also the first ATALAC Convention. 
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VILLA CLARA CTC HEAD DISCUSSES CANE HARVEST, OTHER PROJECTS 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 21 Jul 81 p 4 


[Report on cane harvest, including interview with Manuel Cordero, secretary 
general of the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions, by Eraclides Barrero] 


[Text] As could be expected, “the sugar-producer of the center," the vigorous 
province of Villa Clara, marked the 26.h of July with fulfillment of its cane- 
cleaning plan. This triumph, however, preceded by the victorious days of the 
spring sowing, has particular significance because it has been achieved without 
neglect of the effort needed in the other productive sectors. 


When this interview is published, the people of Villa Clara will be enjoying their 
celebration, more than deserved after work with heroic highlights. 


In an interview with TRABAJADORES, Manuel Cordero, secretary general of the CTC 
[Central Organization ~f Cuban Trade Unions] and member of the party's provincial 
committee, jubilantly .poke of the labor of Villa Claran workers; but at the same 
time he displayed the spirit of self-criticism that has characterized that pro- 
vince's work. 


“With sound revolutionary pride we can say today that our workers fulfilled, over- 
all, the commercial plan by 103.5 percent, which represents having produced 

129 million pesos more than during the same period last year, with favorable re- 
sults in all economic indicators." 


[Question] What sectors have been outstanding? 


[Answer] The best, without a doubt, were the sugar workers, and, generally speak- 
ing, all of them, although at the end of the semester those in light industry, 

the food industry, the SIME [Steelworking Industry] and the MINAGRI [Ministry of 
Agriculture] had not fulfilled their plans. 


[Question] To what do you attribute the province's good economic results? 
[Answer] Unquestionably to the financial expedients used in cane, and even 


non-cane, agriculture, the new forms of payment, which have combined with enthu- 
siasm to celebrate the 26th of July, and they've made these achievements possible. 
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One of the tasks on which we've worked with extraordinary intensity during 1980 
and 1981 has been application of the different payment systems in cane and non-cane 
agriculture and in industry. This is a vital premise for a consistent increase in 
productivity and, therefore, substantial improvement of the efficiency of this 
important sector of the economy. 


The reinstitution of the finished field in cane agriculture was consolidated >. 
during 1980 and what there's been of 1981. We have managed to bring into this : 
payment system all the agricultural workers in the province, obtaining highly 
favorable results in the use of the working day, in increasing productivity, and 

in the effectiveness of the economy in the enterprises. 


Advancement to superior forms of organization of work is seen in the linking of 
the man with the area, which is now applied in the El Yabu Various Crops Enter- 
prise. Moreover, similar experiments are being carried out in other enterprises 
under the MInistry of Agriculture through application of Resolution 630. 


[TRABAJADORES] The large amounts of cane processed at mills in Villa Clara in the 
last harvest were news during much of the campaign, but we had a question, which 
we asked Manuel Cordero. 


[Question] Besides grinding a lot, they did it well. Was the harvest efficient? 


[Answer] We should say first that the first condition for carrying out an effi- 
cient harvest is to process a lot in the mills, steadily. We did that, and by 
doing so the province overfulfilled its sugar-production plan and surpassed its 
total recovery goal by 2 percent, as well as all the indicators of efficiency in 
the industry, and we consumed less petroleum. 


The triumph in the industry was made possible by magnificent work done in cane 
agriculture. All types of cutting overfulfilled their delivery plan, and the 
most significant was that of volunteers, who surpassed it by 3 percent. 


In plowing, the farm-machinery workers made an extraordinary effort to do some 
4,000 caballerias when their plan called for 3,800. Thus, they overfulfilled - 
that task by some 4 percent. They've worked day and night to reach that figure, 
the second highest in the entire country. 


The same enthusiasm and spirit of work characterized the great spring sowing. 

The effort made by the workers and all the people made it possible to attain the 
high figure of 3,787.6 caballerias on 14 June. 

As people know, we fulfilled and overfulfilled the July cleaning plan, which sur- 
passes 108 percent, with over 1,900 caballerias. Also, in June we had cleaned 
2,129 caballerias. 

[Question] Other outstanding sectors? 


[Answer] The construction workers. As always, they've been equal to our econo- 
my's demands and during the 6 months that recently ended, reached 56.4 percent. 
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That fulfillment by the Construction Workers Union and its affiliates hadn't 
been achieved in this province for 2 years. Our assessment is that it has been 
possible because of the construction workers' desire to meet their production 
commitments in honor of the 25th anniversary of the landing of “Granma" and also 
in an effort to obtain the central site for celebration of Construction Worker's 
Day, which will be held on 5 December. 


For these reasons, they are working very enthusiastically on such important works 
as the tandems building and concrete railroad ties. The former will manufacture 


complete tandems, and the latter will supply an important item for the central 
railroad. 


High priority has also been given to construction of some 1,300 housing units, 
among other important projects. What is significant is the drive, the energy, that 
has been inspired by the 10th World Labor Congress Emulation Program and the tight 
coordination of work between the union and the administr. e as well as the 
support from the party and the UJC [Union of Young Communists]. 


[Question] And defense? 


[Answer] We're working to expand inducement of voluntary labor, which is the way 
we can increase collections to meet our commitment regarding purchase of equip- 
ment for the Territorial Militia. 


Fulfillment as of 13 July was 55% altogether, with 1,059,790 pesos collected, in 
a plan calling for 1,894,585 pesos. 


The unions doing the best work in this task are those in health, culture, educa- 
tion and metallurgy, and those lagging fartheSt behind are those in light con- 
struction, sugar, tobacco and farming. 


[TRABAJADORES] During the days that we TRABAJADORES reporters were visiting some 
municipalities in Villa Clara Province, we were aware of a joy that could be 
termed complete, for combined with the relaxation that follows 6 months of hard 
work and a sequel of exuberant festive joy is the satisfaction of having ful- 
filled a duty. 


Even amid the partying, however, there is talk of work. A plow operator for the 
Jose Maria Perez Cane Enterprise told us: 


"What we did in preparing for the spring sowing was nothing compared with what 
we're doing now in plowing for the cold-weather sowing.” 


Manuel Cordero, secretary general of the CTC, concluded the thought : 


“That doesn't mean that, although we express our optimism about carrying out 
these activities, we don't recognize that there are still administrative defi- 
ciencies which, combined with lack of drive in unions in some places, lead to 
difficulty in attaining economic objectives that have been set. 











“These situations are discussed by our unions, and the issue will be the object of 
extensive analysis during the productivity meetings we've begun to hold at enter- 
prises. They'll end in August with a provincial summing-up. 


"In short, we're in a position to make the first year of this 15-year period one 
of major victories." 
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UNLOADING DELAYS BY TRUCK ENTERPRISE AFFECTING PORTS 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 3 Sep 81 p 1 
[Article by Nieves Alvarez Sisto: "One Basic Cause of Port Problems" ] 


[Text] The basic cause for the increased inventaries in the port warehouses of the 
Capital was the 28,900 tas which were the result of the 1,640 trips not made by 
the Hav~na Truck Enterprise due to problems unloading 1,170 trucks. 


Knowing the importance of transportation in the results achieved by the part, it 
is necessary to analyze the main cauces for these results. 


Transportation rates during the past mmth indicate that the daily rotation of 
equipment was only 1.5 percent due to its reception. 


Many organisms were involved in load and unloading problems. The most signifi- 
cant were ECME [Cuban Metal Enterprise] and the chemical and rubber enterprise. 


In the first, a total of 237 trucks were left unloaded during the month which re- 
presents a loss of 1,652 hours; in other words, 330 trips equivalent to 7,200 tas 
were not made. 


Because of different problems, the chemical and rubber enterprise did not unload 
54 trucks which represents a loss of 376 hours and 76 trips with a possible tonnage 
of 1,700 tms. 


The above data show that the transportation losses caused by these two enterprises 
alone by not doing the pertinent work affected transpartatian of 8,900 tons or 32 
percent of all merchandise to be transported. 


In addition to the problems indicated above, there have also been problems in the 
organisms responsible for documentation. This led to the situatim where some 
trucks which were loaded am time were late in arriving at the reception point. 


Another factor that caused transportation problems is the decrease of about 40 
trucks belonging to the Freight Operating Enterprise. Although it has new equip- 
ment with greater capacity including double trailer trucks, same receivers have 
difficulty assimilating the merchandise fram these trucks. 














Independent of these external factars, there are also internal ‘actors in the enter- 
prise that have caused transportation problems. These include the failure to pro- 
vide enough equipment at the port which causes stoppages and lack of ecmomic ful- 
fillment, basically because of organizational problems in the enterprise. 


The lack of demand and camtrol by the part and the Havana Truck Enterprise have 
also contributed to problems because of underutilization of the equipment capacity. 


It should be pointed aut that with the Transpartatiam Scale System, the enterprise 
increased rotatim of equipment fran 0.8 to 2.0. This figure has decreased now to 
1.5 due to problems in reception at some internal econany warehouses which do not 
meet the established schedules. 


In the last check made with representatives of the port-transpartatio-internal 
economy chain, problems were detected in the transportation plans. The Havana 
Truck Enterprise only reached 76 percent of the plan, the Truck Freight Mnterprise 
81 percent and Railways 58 percent. 


There are many factars that have affected the rise in inventories at the part ware- 
houses, especially poor organizatim of the transpartatiam enterprises and recep- 
tian in the internal ecmomy warehouses. 


The facts saow that when there is good coordination between the unloading at the 
port, transportation and reception, the inventaries decrease noticeably. Proof is 
that they were reduced to 43,000 tms in December through proper coordinatian. 


The transportation enterprises and the internal economy enterprises must improve 
efficiency to respond to the effart of the port workers. 


4 
om 
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NEW DOCK FOR LOADING MINERALS BEING BUILT IN NICARO 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 2 Sep 81 p 1 


[Article by Alexis Rojas Aguilera: "Construction of New Dock for Loading, Unload- 
ing Minerals, Other Merchandise Begun in Nicaro"] 


[Text] Nicaro--A new dock for loading and unloading minerals and other merchandise, 
part of the integral rehabilitation and modernization program of the Com Rene Ramos 
Latour Nickel Enterprise worth almost 5 milli pesos, began to be constructed 
here. 


This important project is being done by the Levisa enterprise for maritime projects 
of the Ministry of Constructim. It is presently involved in the indispensable 
work of driving 845 Larsen-type piles on which the transversal and longitudinal 
beams will rest. These, in turn, will suppart the prefabricated slabs that will 
make up the floor of the dock. 


The new dock which is being built at the narthwest end of the Lengua de Pajaro 
Peninsula (Nicaro) will have a berthing length of 227.3 mters and a width of 16.5 
meters; it is 2.7 meters above sea level. As a special characteristic, this dock 
will be connected to the coast by a bridge 81.4 meters long and 9.85 meters wide 
where two railways will run. 


According to Leonel Granjel Rodriguez, project imnvestar, the dock can receive 
Leninski Komsomol ships of up to 22,000 metric tons. Its technological equipment 
will include two port cranes Model 10-20-6, 1-K, a self-propelled railroad with 
TEM-2-K locomotives and tire-mounted cranes. It will also have three inte-ia 
technical networks and will be protected by an anticorrosive system in the tidal 
change area and a collision protection system (rubber cylinders). 


Construction of this new part installation in Nicaro also requires camplex land 
projects to create storage areas, administrative installations, an area far cm@m- 
Struction materials, etc. 


Gran jel Rodriguez explained to GRANMA that it will be necessary to advance some 
50 meters toward the sea, shoring up the coastline to protect it fran sea erosion. 
An area of 4,400 square meters will be recovered. 


He indicated that it is also necessary to dredge the inner harbor of the port and 
its access canal which will cost 693,536 pesos. This includes the extraction of 
rock and clay from some 944,000 cubic meters of the seabed. 


This project should be finished by the end of 1982. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF NEW IRON, STEEL WORKS BEGINS IN HOLGUIN 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Sep 81 p 3 


[Article by Alexis Rojas Aguilera: "Installation of Construction Suppart Base far 
Cajimaya Integral Steel Warks in Holguin Begins") 


[Text] Mayari--The caistruction work far the support base for the installation of 
the Cajimaya Integrated Steel Works began near the site where the most powerful 
metallurgical industry of the country will be erected about 12 kilameters from 
this small Holguin city. 


Constructiom of the base will cost 32,749,000 pesos and will be done in collabara- 
tion with the Soviet Union. About 12.5 milli pesos will be allocated far con- 
struction and assembly and 16,475,000 pesos for technological equipment. This will 
also guarantee the supply of the necessary construction materials far the steel 
plant. 


Accarding to what was reparted, 4 percent of the earth mowement has been dme 
which means 506,000 cubic meters in excavatims and 419,323 cubic meters in refill- 
ing and leveling. There is also wrk mm the constructim of temparary facilities 
far the constructim workers and excavations for the cmstruction of the materials 
transportation area which is the primary work objective of the constructia. 


Once the support base is finished around 1984, 325,000 cubic meters of concrete, 
25,000 cubic meters of preformed concrete, 20,000 metric tons of reinforced steel, 
242,000 square meters of wood planks, 13,000 metric tons of metallic structures 
and 9,800 tons of prefabricated pipes and tinware will be produced. This will give 
it a productive capacity similar to the Las Tunas Metallic Structures Factory. 


The support base will go into operation as its main shops ae campleted; these 
include: prefabricated assembly shop, metallic structure shop, shop to repair 
autamobiles, construction machinery and equipment, batching plant, reinforced ca@m- 
crete shop, wood plank and carpentry shop, laboratory and storage base. About 
3,000 workers in different specialties will be employed. 


This project is being constructed by ECOI [Industrial Projects Cmstruciim fnter- 
prise] No. 9 of Holguin. Its brigades will cover 390,000 square meters including 
the shops and other facilities, the earth movement, production of 45,000 cubic me- 
ters of concrete, the assembly of 11,496 cubic meters of armed concrete and 





406 tons of metallic structures, the cmstruction of 11. ete’s of interiae 
water and sewerage networks and a railway 1.5 kilometers long and the assembly of 
technolazical equipment, nonstandard equipment and technological metallic structures 
weighing 4,751 metric tons. The base will have a roofed area of 65,000 square 
meters. 
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HYDRAULIC PROJECT BEING BUILT IN HAVANA PROVINCE 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 4 Sep 81 p 4 
[Article by Felix Simon] 


[Text] Like a liquid snake slowly winding through Havana Province from east to 
west, the Mamposton-Pedroso-Guira de Melena Hydraulic Complex will eventually be 
57 kilometers long. Its waters will make approximately 26,000 hectares fertile 
for different crops. 


Considered the most complex construction project in the province, and possibly 
the most important of its kind in the country, this complex will serve 8,000 hec- 
tares of pastureland, 11,000 hectares of Sugarcane and 7,000 hectares of fruits 
and vegetables once it is completed, after going through four municipalities in 
Havana Province. 


Planned by Cuban specialists in conjunction with Bulgarian hydraulic engineer 
Venelin Dragonov, the complex will make possible the irrigation of major agricul- 
tural holdings in San Jose de las Lajas, where it begins, as well as Guines, Quivi- 
can and Guira de Melena, part of whose lands will receive its waters. 


But what is the nature of this hydraulic factory, capable of supplying between 10 
and 12 cubic meters of water per second, and requiring the construction of an 
average of four masonry structures for every kilometer of canal? 


The Mamposton-Pedroso-Guira Complex, at a cost of approximately 45 million pesos, 
is made up of the Mamposton Dam, with a Capacity of 155 million cubic meters of 
water, and the Pedroso Dam, capable of storing 4.9 million cubic meters. It also 
has a 7.8-kilometer reversible canal between the two dams, in San Jose de las 
Lajas. 


During the rainy season, part of the water accumulated by the Pedroso Dam is trans- 
ferred to the Mamposton Dam (137 meters above sea level) using the pumping 
Stations alongside them. When the rains stop, the water is carried in the other 
direction, and the Pedroso Dam (bypass) channels the water into another canal, 
which carries it by gravity to Guira de Melena. 


At present a 10-kilometer stretch of the project is in use, irrigating the lands 
of the Miguel Soneira Produce Enterprise of Guines. Soon 5 more kilometers will 














be added, to irrigate some 120 cabalierias of sugarcane at the Gregorio Arlee 
Manalich Agroindustrial Complex. 


Gustavo Silva Galiano, vicg-director of hydraulic production of ECOI 4 in Havana, 
is in charge of the project. He has announced that this year 20 more kilometers 
of the canal should be completed, so that a total of 35 kilometers will be in 
use. By 1983 the complex should be entirely finished. 


To show us the problems encountered on the project, Silva reported that along its 
57-kilometer length, the canal will require hundreds of additional structures, 
including canal, highway and pedestrian bridges, aqueducts, culverts, siphons, 
spillways and distribution works. 


Among the most difficult projects was the construction of the Rio Guanajo 
Aqueduct, near Guines, which necessitated the use of posttensioned concrete 
caissons measuring 174 meters in length, under which the natural riverbed runs. 


"A project of this type is very complex," he stated, “but the obstacles have been 
overcome because we have a collective of hardened workers who have paid no atten- 
tion to the passage of days or hours in their effort to make as much progress as 
possible on this important task which is so vital to the national economy." 


Rings of Snake 


To give an idea of the effort demanded by such a project, let us say that the 
canal is lined with prefabricated concrete, with slabs 4.20 meters long, 2 meters 
wide and 10 centimeters thick, over more than 50 kilometers. 


For this reason, the builders must lay approximately 56,000 of these sections, 
because each kilometer of canal requires 1,000 slabs, 500 on each side, in 
addition to nearly 3,000 prefabricated caissons which will be buried in places 
where the irrigation channel cannot be aboveground. 


Silva recalled that in some places along the canal joining the Mamposton and Ped- 
roso Dams it was necessary to use a lot of dynamite, because 80 percent of the 
soil is rocky. Nearly half of the part where earth movement must be undertaken 
for the Pedroso-Guira canal, is also rocky. 


Another difficulty encountered by the builders is the roughness of the terrain. 
Where there are depressions, the topography of the location must be altered by 
building embankments, from which the canal will be excavated later. 


Vanguard Collective 

A single ECOL 4 brigade made up of 270 men, 90 of whom are members of the Party 
or the Union of Young Communists (UJC), is building what is called the "Artificial 
River." The men are divided into 11 earthwork and masonry crews, each containing 


8 to 15 members. 


The vice-director of hydraulic production spoke with satisfaction about this 
collective, which he termed the vanguard, because "they have spared no effort to 
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ensure the progress of the project. They obviously take special care to build the 
structures as required and to guarantee high quality in their work," he said. 


We toured an extensive area of the 10 kilometers of canal that are in use, and 
although earth and concrete prefabricated "in situ" are the primary raw materials 
used by these men, the project appears to be carefully finished. Paradoxically, 
it constitutes a beautiful anachronism amid the rough terrain where it is located. 


The watery snake continues to acquire new rings of concrete as it winds its way 
west, in search of the fertile land of the municipality of Guira de Melena. It is 
there that one of the most important hydraulic projects of the revolution will 
culminate. 
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BRIEFS 


CUBAN, BULGARIAN TELEVISION AGREEMENT--In Sofia, a cooperation protocol between 
the Cuban and Bulgarian television for the 1981-1982 period was signed by 

Cuban Ambassador to Bulgaria Jose Alvarez Bravo and Ivan (Blackus), director 
general of the television of that fraternal European socialist country. 

[Text] [FLO30108 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 3 Oct 81] 


WFTU ANNIVERSARY—-The historic importance of the 10th congress of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions [WIFU] to be held in our country in February 1982 

has been highlighted in Havana by Roberto Veiga, alternate member of the Communist 
Party of Cuba Politburo and secretary general of the Central Organization of 

Cuban Trade Unions. Speaking at a ceremony honoring a Hungarian trade union 
delegation visiting Cuba and marking the 36th anniversary of the WFTU, Veiga 
highlighted the WFTU's support for the Cuban people's struggle. [FL021234 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 2 Oct 81] 


CTC MESSAGE TO URUGUAYANS--The Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions [CTC] 
has sent a message of congratulations to Uruguay's National Convention of Workers 
[CNT] on the 15th anniversary yesterday of this combative labor organization. 

The document conveys the admiration of Cubans and the international public toward 
the members of the CNT in their confrontation with the most barbaric repression 
and torture from a regime supported by U.S. imperialism. The CTC renews its 

total support for the CNT and demands the release of Gen Liber Seregni, the symbol 
of all imprisoned patriots. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 2 Oct 81] 


AWARD TO ESPIN--Commander of the Revolution Ramiro Valdes, member of the Politburo 
and minister of interior, yesterday awarded Vilma Espin, alternate member of the 
Politburo and president of the Federation of Cuban Women, the 20th national revolu- 
tionary police anniversary decoration and presented her with a certificate of 
service. [FLO11650 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 1 Oct 81] 


CEMA SILVICULTURE PROTOCOL—The final protocol of the 19th CEMA meeting for 
silviculture cooperation was signed last night at the Palace of Conventions. 
(Bolswa) Aleksandrov, CEMA silviculture section chief, said he was pleased with 
the work of the meeting and noted the fraternal atmosphere that prevailed. Also 
participating in the signing ceremony were Francisco Gonzalez, Cuban vice 
minister of agriculture in charge of silviculture, coffee and cacao; other 
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ministry officials, and representatives of the CEMA countries. It was reported 
that a similar meeting at the ministerial level will begin on Monday at the 
Palace of Conventions. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 1 Oct 81] 


WORKERS TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA--More than “7a young Cuban workers will go to 
Czechoslovakia next year to train and qualify as technicians in trades most 
necessary to our country's economic development. This is one of the agreements 
contained in the protocol signed yesterday after several days of talks between 
Cuba's state committee for labor and social security and Czechoslovakia's 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. The workers should be over 16 but not yet 

35 years old, have completed their general military service or have been proposed 
by a work center. More than 5,000 Cubans are currently training in 66 Czechoslovak 
enterprises. Eight hundred of them will finish their training in 1982. [FL031533 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 3 Oct 81] 


COLOMBIAN COUNCILMEN--A delegation of Colombian councilmen has arrived in Havana 

at the invitation of the Havana City People's Government. Oscar Fernandez Mell, 
member of the party's Central Committee and president of the Havana City Provincial 
Assembly, received the delegation at the Jose Marti International Airport. They 
are (Mario Upegui), Carlos Saavedra, Alicia Cuervo de Barrero, Hernando Bernal 
(Duzan), Julia Castro Delgado and Melquiades (Carrioza). [Havana Domestic 

Service in Spanish 1100 GMI 3 Oct 81 FL] 


RADIO FESTIVAL--Thirty-five countries will participate in the second radio festival 
of the nonaligned countries 5-10 October at Havana's convention center. Manuel Yepe 
Menendez, vice president of the Cuban Radio and Television Institute, says the 
festival aims to raise world consciousness about the need to establish a new 
internationalist information ordéet. It also hopes to facilitate an exchange of 
experiences and set up new links among participants. Yepe says the festival will 
consist of a general discussion on the role of radio in promoting economic and 
social development in the nonaligned countries. [Havana Voice of Cuba in English 

to North America and the Caribbean 0800 GMT 3 Oct 81 FL] 


MESSAGE TO AL-QADHDHAFI--Tripoli, 2 Oct (JANA)--The commander of the revolution 

has received a message from Cuban President Fidel Castro, the current chairman 

of the nonalignment movement, concerning the Egyptian-Sudanese-American provoca- 
tions against the Jamahiriyah people. In his message, President Castro condemned 
these provocations and denounced the American imperialist designs against the 
progressive countries and the liberation movements struggling against American 
imperialist hegemony. The Cuban President also expressed the Cuban people's 
solidarity with the people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah against 


the provocations of American imperialism and reaction. [Text] [LD022124 Tripoli 
JANA in Arabic 2000 GMT 2 Oct 81] 
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MALMIERCA, PORTILLO MEET--Jose Lopez Portillo, president of the United Mexican 
States, has received Isidoro Malmierca, our country's foreign minister, at the 
official Los Pinos residence. Various aspects of the ‘nternational situation 
am bilateral relations were discussed in the course of the meeting. Malmierca 
conveyed the greetings of commander in chief Fidel Castro, president of the 
Councils of State and Ministers, to Lopez Portillo, who reciprocated. The Cuban 
foreign minister returned to our country after participating in the 36th period 
of sessions of the UN General Assembly and following an intensive agenda of 
talks and meetings at the UN headquarters in New York. [Text] [FLO31220 

Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 3 Oct 81] 


AGREEMENT WITH INDIA--The Cultural and Educational Exchange Program between the 
Cuban Government and the Indian Government for 1981 to 1983 was signed yesterday 

in the protocol roan of MINREX [Ministry of Foreign Relatims]. Alberto Boza, dir- 
ectar of the program, and N. D. Misra, adviser from the Indian Ministry of Educa- 
tion, signed the agreement for Cuba and India respectively. The program estab- 
lishes that the two countries will exchange three specialists in arder to develop 
contacts to familiarize themselves with the respective educatical systems, to ex- 
change ideas and to give lectures. It also includes the participation of doctoral 
candidates in lectures, seminars and other academic events as well as the exchange 
of publications, books, academic magazines and other literature related to higher 
education. India will send a curriculum expert to analyze the educational programs 
of Cuban basic secondary farm schools. As to culture, there will be exchanges of 
dancing and musical groups, art publications and specialized reports on the culture 
in each country. Both officials referred to the impartance of the agreement far 
the expansion of the mutual knowledge of both peoples and mitual relations. They 
pointed out that the two countries are both founders of the Movement of Nonaligned 
Countries and have the mitual desire to uphold the original principles of the mve- 
ment. Others present were: Pelegrin Torras, vice minister of MINREX; other MINREX 
officials and officials from the Ministry of Higher Education; V. C. Kanna, Indian 
ambassador; and Partha S. Ray, first secretary of the embassy. [By Geargina Ji- 
menez] [Text] [Havana GRANMA in Spanish 3 Sep 81 p 3] 7717 


COSMONAUT TAMAYO'S STATEMENT--Havana (AIN)--Col Arnaldo Tamayo, first Cuban and 
Latin American cosmonaut, stated here yesterday that, a year after the joint Soviet- 
Cuban space flight, several of the experiments are ready for application. Others 
are being analyzed far subsequent application. In a press confererce, Tamayo 
pointed out that that feat, carried out from 18 to 26 September 1980, stamped on 
Space the eternal friendship that Cuba and the USSR farged on earth. He said that 
much of the research done during that flight was prepared. by Cuban scientists, 
Specialists, engineers and workers advised by the Academy of Sciences. It was 
aimed at the development of medicine, technology and other branches. He added: 
"This was a flight with peaceful objectives to benefit the national economy and 
mankind." He revealed that those are the characteristics of all the experiments 
that the Soviets carry out in space. He said that, on the contrary, tne Americans 
do military experiments. He cited the last ship launched by the United States as 
an example. One of its objectives was the use of space for military purposes. 

He emphasized that the USSR is creating the conditions to go m to a more advanced 
research stage which would include the active participation of wanen. A female 
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detachment is being readied in our sister nation which leads us to believe that wamen 
will again be represented in space flights in the near future. Concerning the pos- 
sibility that another Cuban will go out in Space, he said that the program includes 
the repetitim of joint flights which would be a little mare complex and advanced 
than the previous ones. [Text] [Havana GRANMA in Spanish 9 Sep 81 p 1) 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


FDP CANDIDATES DISCUSS DOMESTIC, INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
Visit to 'PRENSA LIBRE' 
Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 11 Sep 81 p 14 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, Gen Angel Anibal Guevara Rodriguez and Ramiro Ponce 
Monroy, candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency of the republic, respec- 
tively, visited our editor, journalist Alvaro Contreras Velez, with whom they convers- 
ed for several minutes regarding matters of national and international concern. 


The candidates were accompanied by Deputy Hector Napoleon Alfaro, a high-ranking 
leader of the Revolutionary Party; Dr Jose Trinidad Ucles, from the Democratic 
Institutional Party, present director of the political committee of the Guevarist 
coordinating entity; architect Luis Alberto Cobar, leader of the Popular Democratic 
Front [FDP], an entity in which he holds the position of chief of planning; and 
journalist Willy Sanchez, in charge of public relations. 


The Unilateral Independence of Belize Is Not Accepted 


During the course of the conversation, General Guevara said that the unilateral 
independence of Belize should not be accepted, and predicted that the deception 
perpetrated by Great Britain against the good faith of Guatemalans will undoubtedly 
be a source of border problems and those of other types in the future. 


He illustrated his assertion by discussing the military conflict currently involving 
two Middle East countries: Iran and Iraq. He expressed the view that this war is 

a result of border problems which those countries inherited upon obtaining their 
independence. 


In essence, he voiced his agreement with the measures that the government of Presi- 
dent Lucas Garcia has adopted to safeguard Guatemala's rights to Belizean territory. 


The People Are Not Apathetic 
General Guevara exchanged views on the widespread notion that there is apathy among 
the Guatemalan electorate, and that many people with the ability to vote may possibly 


prefer to abstain from exercising their suffrage. 


He commented: "The people are not apathetic; they are concerned about the problems 
that affect them." , 


as 




















He was asked: "And what about you, General Guevara; what is the national problem 
of most concern to you at the present time?" 


He replied: "I am concerned about finding the way to restore Guatemala to the peace 
that it needs. I am concerned about the security of both business owners and workers." 


He was asked: "Do you think that, if you become the next president of Guatemala, you 
have any chance of restoring the peace that you mention to the country?" 


He answered: "You must realize that to put an end to violence is not a problem 
incumbent on the government alone. It is also incumbent on private enterprise, 

who knows,perhaps to a greater extent than on the state. But so that private enter- 
prise may be able to play its role, it must have the essential security, so that 
investors will know that, if they promote a plan, it will bring them results, and 
they will not be hampered in their endeavors." 


General Guevara then turned his conversation toward the guerrillas, saying that they 
are not only a national problem, but an international one. He cited the universities 
(without specifying which of all of them he was referring to), concretely, as a source 
of problems, with the idea that there «sre individuals in them associated with the 
guerrilla movement. 


He was asked: "General, do you think that the guerrillas constitute a real danger?" 


He responded: "Of course. If they did not constitute a danger, we would have no 
reason to be concerned." 


He was asked: "As a military man, do you think that the guerrillas are a threat to 
the Army's security?" 


He answered: "From a military standpoint no, they are not a threat for the time 
being. But the guerrilla fighters engage in publicity actions which instill the 
idea of a threat." 


He was asked: "Do the guerrillas represent a threat to the government's security?" 
He replied: "No, not to it either; but it is a fact that we must combat then." 


Appeal to the Voters 


He said: "I wish to make an appeal from PRENSA LIBRE to the voters to go en masse 
to the polling places and in that way foster a democratic change. It is the oppor- 
tunity that Guatemala has to demonstrate its faith in the electoral system; and I 
believe that democracy is the most appropriate system to enable people to become 
completely fulfilled and to enable the country to embark on new stages of its 
economic, political, social and cultural development." 


After the visitors enjoyed a cup of coffee and spent a few more minutes holding a 
pleasant, interesting chat, they took their leave, but not before first expressing 
confidence that the people would vote for them. 














Electoral Rallies 


Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 22 Sep 81 pp 9, 77 
[Text] Gen Anibal Guevara Pledged Aid for Agriculture and the Development of Jalapa 


In a beautiful display of civic spirit and love of country, the people of Jalapa 
turned out in large numbers to receive the candidates of the Popular Democratic 
Front, Gen Anibal Guevara and Ramiro Ponce Monroy; and several popular gatherings 
and demonstrations were organized in support of the Running Mates of Hope. 


To the people of Jalapa, a high percentage of whom are revolutionary, General Guevara 
expressed his gratification at the unity of the PR [Revolutionary Party], PID [Demo- 
cratic Institutional Party], FUN [Nationalist United Front] and Guevarist National 
Coordinating entity. 


He stressed the fact that little is promised in his campaign, but that great accom- 
plishments will be made during his administration. Among other things, there will 
be an impetus for the drinking water programs, because there is a shortage of the 
vital liquid in several Jalapa settlements; agriculture will receive special support, 
with large-scale, ambitious programs for irrigation and financing for activities 
associated with the diversification of crops; and, generally speaking, the necessary 
support will be given for the complete development of the department. 


"A Vietnam Will Not Be Permitted in Guatemala’: Ponce Monroy 


Ramiro Ponce Monroy, the Popular Democratic Front's vice-presidential candidate, 
for his part, recalled the great noble figures from Jalapa, such as Clemente Marro- 
quin Rojas, the Professors Bonilla Ruano and Sandoval, Manuel Maria Avila Ayala and 
Dr Antonio Carias, and stated emphatically that foreigners and bad Guatemalans will 
not be permitted to convert Guatemala into a Vietnam. 


Ponce Monroy declared: "The intruders who have come to subvert order should leave 
as soon as possible, because we Guatemalans are ready to oust them or bury them 
here forever." 


The PR's Unity Is Reaffirmed With a Fraternal Embrace 


Gen Anibal Guevara, the FDP's presidential candidate, appealed for the unity of the 
revolutionary family gathered in the Revolutionary Party, and a response to his 
remarks was given by Deputies Otto Rolando Ruano, a Jalapa leader, and Dr Ramiro 
Faillace de Leon, of the Blue and White Wing, who embraced Jorge Garcia Granados, 
the PR's secretary general. 


Deputy Faillace de Leon stated that, during the current campaign, everyone would 
work together for the victory of the Running Mates of Hope, consisting of Gen 
Anibal Guevara and Ramiro Ponce Monroy. 


Jalapa pledged publicly to vote en masse for General Guevara and Ponce Monroy, and 
to bring them to power in March 1982. 
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General Guevara Ready to Seize a Rifle and Defend the Nation's Dignity in the Belize 
Conflict 


“Guatemalans, Santa Rosans, I make an appeal for patriotism from all of you. I am 
even ready to decline my presidential candidacy, so as to take my place at the head 
of my people, to defend the interests of the nation, now when there is a crude 
affront of an international type against Guatemala, when Creat Britain unilaterally 
granted independence to the territory of Belize." This statenent was made by Gen 
An*bal Guevara in the Central Park at Cuilapa, Santa Rosa, where he was acclaimed 


by thousands upon thousands of people, who gathered to express their support for 
him. 


The Popular Democratic Front's presidential candidate, Gen Anial Guevara, mentioned 
in his address the "artificial" independence that the British have given to the 
Guatemalan territory of Belice. General Guevara stated emphatically: "That inde- 


pendence will not be recognized by any well-bred Guatemalan, and is flatly rejected 
by the people." 


The Parks Inadequate to Hold Thousands of Symapthizers of the Running Mates 


The streets and avenues of the departmental capital of Santa Rosa were filled with 
Sympathizers of the Popular Democratic Front and its candidates, Gen Anibal Guevara 
and Ramiro Ponce Monroy. 


Placards identifying the delegations from all of the department 's municipalities 
Stood out on those streets and avenues which resembled human rivers among decorations 
with colored borders in all of Cuilapa, as a sign of festivity and rejoicing over 
the presence of the candidates of the Popular Democratic Front, comprised of the 

PR, PID, FUN and Guevarist Coordinating entity. 


We Shall Engage in an Unprecedented Achievement 


“We know what the intense problems besetting our people are: problems of an internal, 
political and economic nature; problems involving increased common crime; and those 
in the international realm; problems created by organizations and persons who want 
to destroy the stability of Guatemala and to convert us into an isolated country, 

a country of wretched people and beggars," declared the candidates. 


“But this is where the response from all of us must lie...among you courageous Santa 
Rosans; the categorical response saying "no"....Guatemala does not want to succumb 
to slavery. Guatemala wants to dignify its liberty; Guatemala does not want hunger; 
Guatemala wants bread; Guatemala does not want ignorance; Guatemala wants education; 
Guatemala does not want disease; Guatemala wants health; Guatemala does not want 
uncomfortable shacks; Guatemala wants comfortable housing for all its children in 
all the cardinal points of the country; Guatemala does not want its farmers to 
continue being exploited; Guatemala wants all the farmers to have a plot of land 

as property for producing their own food and that of their entire family." 


They said: “We, the Running Mates of Hope, are ready to work on behalf of all Guate- 
malans. We are sure that we shall engage in an unprecedented achievement, and that 
it will be engraved in indelible letters in the nation's history." 
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The youth of Santa Rosa was on hand with a special greeting to the Popular Demo- 
cratic Front's candidates. The expert accountant, Julio Cesar de Leon, greeted 
the candidates Guevara and Ponce Monroy. He said: "We, the youth, are with the 
Running Mates of Hope, because we want peace and we want work, so that Guatemala 
will once again assume a peaceful path on which all its children can travel, 
without the pain of being attacked at the side of the road at any hour of the day 
or night. 


After his warm message to the Santa Rosans, who cheered and applauded him, General 
Guevara personally greeted all the political representatives of the department's 
municipalities who headed their delegations. 


A working session was to conclude today’s political activity in Cuilapa, which 
exceeded the bounds of enthusiasm and emotion over the presence of the Popular 
Democratic Front candidates. 


Escuintla Will Begin a Victory March to Celebrate Gen Anibal Guevara's Triumph 


In Escuintla, Gen Anibal Guevara, the Popular Democratic Front's presidential candi- 
date, stated: “Liberty is reserved for those who fight, and therefore, whatever be 
the cost, we shall fight to maintain the liberties that were won on a glorious morn 
of 20 October 1944." 


While, throughout the country, the candidates backed by the PID, PR, FUN and Gueva- 
rist National Coordinating entity have been received triumphaatly, in Escuintla the 
people's enthusiasm exceeded all estimates; because it involved the reception of 

two native residents of La Democracia, General Guevara and Aurita Carranza de Guevara. 


Escuintla received the Running Mates of Hope candidates, Gen Anibal Guevara 

and Ramiro Ponce Monroy, legitimate representatives of the revolutionary movement 
and, as a logical consequence, ideal recipients of the old banners of the revolution 
and faithful guardians of the conquests which cost our ancestors grief and bloodshed, 
in a triumphal manner. 


The residents of Escuintla pledged before the nation's altar that, after the first 
Sunday of March, when the Running Mates of Hope, Anibal Guevara and Ponce Monroy, 
win a resounding victory at the electoral polls, they would begin a mass-scale 
victory march to the capital city, to celebrate and back the victory of the people, 
of the revolution, of justice, of national dignity and of our children's future. 


The residents of Escuintla responded to General Guevara by saying that they are ready 
to fight for the liberty won on a glorious morn in October 1944, and that they will 
follow the candidates of the Popular Democratic Front, Gen Anibal Guevara and Ramiro 
Ponce Monroy; because they are certain that they are the heirs of the glorious 
principles for which our fathers fought and died, and that they will not deceive the 
people, because both national leaders are a product of that magnificent sociopolitical 
movement which offered the people wonderful freedoms, such as those of expressing 
opinions, of enterprise, of ownership, social security, university autonomy, muni- 
cipal autonomy; freedom of voting and movement; and, in particular, the dignification 
of the human being, giving the farmer, the laborer, women, students, professional 
people and small businessmen an opportunity to work for the progress of Guatemala 

in an atmosphere of liberty. 
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The people of Escuintla responded to candidates Anibal Guevara and Ramiro Ponce 
Monroy by saying that they will support them, because they are sure that social 
justice will prevail in Guatemala, since they have promised it during these uncertain 
times. Ponce Monroy said: “Escuintla, the scene of 100 glorious battles of the 
October revolution, the anvil on which the progress of the present Guatemala and 

the nation of the future was forged with pain, has kept the torch of the revolution 
of October 1944 lighted." He added: "Escuintla has been a revolutionary bulwark, 

in which the people, forged in pain, learned to reject and combat the dictatorships." 


The candidacy of the Running Mates of Hope has upset the working sessions held behind 
closed doors, because the overflow of people cannot be restrained, and the parks, 
Streets and squares are inadequate to allow the people to voice their support for 

the candidates of the Popular Democratic Front, Gen Anibal Guevara and Ponce Monroy. 


22 September 1981. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


CAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE DISCUSSES COMING ELECTIONS 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 13 Sep 81 pp 6, 33 


[Interview with Gustavo Anzueto Vielman, presidential candidate of the 
Authentic Nationalist Federation Party (CAN), at his home on 12 September] 


[Text] "The people aren't apathetic; they're just afraid 
their wishes won't be respected, because the current 
Situation in Guatemala is different from what it was 4, 

8 or 12 years ago. The country has evolved; the tradi- 
tional political systems are obsolete, and the pecple can 
no longer be talked at demagogically. They are demanding 
the truth," said Gustavo Anzueto Vielman, an architect 

by profession and the presidential candidate of the CAN. 


"The country's degree of organization is very high," 

he added, “and it is very aggressively demanding what it 
needs. It no longer accepts promises; it wants to see 
action. I think that this is the foundation of the 
upcoming political campaign." 


We visited Anzueto Vielman yesterday evening at his home, 
just after he had returned from Quezaltenang»o, where he 
was invited by the mayor to attend the opening of the 
independence celebration. 


He was wearing his "fatigues," jeans and a blue 

sweater. He flew his own light plane by himself to Que- 
zaltenango, which he said caused quite a bit of surprise 
because the people expected him to arrive with a large 
entourage of security guards. 


The CAN candidate gladly agreed to answer the series of 
questions that we posed to him on the national and 
Central American political panorama. 


“The current situation is difficult," the candidate 
reiterated, "because we are talking to a people plagued 
by unemployment, inflation and insecurity. In addition, 
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there is guerrilla fighting, and I thus feel that a 
calm political process is impossible, much less a change 
of government. 


[Question] Do you think that the people are apathetic about the elections? 


(Answer] No, I don't that it’s apathy; I think it's fear of having something 
imposed on them, fear that the choice they make at the polls will not be 
respected. Their attitude is that if their wishes are not going to be 
respected, it would be better not to go and vote. 


This apathy is beginning to change, in the sense that the people are 
prepared to defend their votes. We must not forget that our people have 
defended their votes on other occasions and have never been defeated. Look 
at the recent example of Gen Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes when he defended his 
election victory with the so-called “bicycle demonstration" and later became 
president of the republic. In defending their triumph, the people can rest 
assured that the CAN will be standing beside then. 


Central America 
[Question] What about the political outlook in Central America? 


[Answer] We live in an era of hypocrisy. I say this because Rodrigo Carazo, 
the president of Costa Rica, is now portraying himself as the great champion 
of nonintervention in the affairs of other countries, when he was the main 
culprit in the disaster in Central America. 


[Question] Why do you say this? 


[Answer] Because he was the one who allowed his country to be used as a 
Springboard for communism to enter Nicaragua. The episode is so recent that 
I need not explain further. 


With regard to Mexico, which along with France has recognized the Salvadoran 
guerrillas, we see that Mexico betrayed Guatemala in connection with its 
claim to Belize, because it believes in the self-determination of peoples 
(he said sarcastically). 


Moreover, the gucrrillas are shamefully and shamefacedly acknowledging that 
they are killing Central Americans. We have to keep in mind that all of the 
countries in the area, except Nicaragua, are holding elections in 1982. 


It bears pointing out that Nicaragua is the only Central American country 
that will not venture to consult its people. 


The remainder of 1981 and next year are crucial to Guatemala and to Central 
America in general both politically and economically (he said, after a 

brief remark about France's recognition of the Salvadoran guerrillas). Let's 
just remember that it has a socialist government. 
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[Question] Getting back to the ideology of Guatemala's political parties, 
who would you say has a rightwing or a leftwing ideology? 


[Answer] My party, the CAN, is primarily nationalistic (he replied firmly). 
Under the current circumstances, the description rightwing or leftwing is valid 
only for the extremists. 


Our concerns must revolve around what is preferable or advantageous for the 
country, without thinking about doctrines or subservience. Guatemala is 
one, and given the current situation it will either be saved or destroyed. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


CAN SAYS MEMBERS BEING FIRED FROM GOVERNMENT JOBS 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 8 


[Text] The firings of CAN [Authentic Nationalist Federation] members 
from their jobs in government agencies are unjust because the only reason 
for their dismissal is that they belong to the party, the CAN Public 
Relations Department says in a press release. 


"The party's National Board of Directors," the statement adds, “ordered each 
dismissal investigated and found that these people were fired just because 
they were members or supporters of CAN. They thus deserve to be honored and 
recognized by the party's authorities." 


The individuals so honored are Leonel Rigoberto Villeda, Victoriano Vicente 
Perez, Hector Tulio Porta Hernandez, Jose Longino Icu Xocop, Oscar Rolando 
Briones Lobos, Col Jose Domingo Arevalo, former Deputy Hector Emilio Sandoval 
y Sandoval, Bernardo Solares, Hidalgo William Maldonado Lopez, Ramiro 
Humberto Orellana Chacon, Carlos Roman Espana, Victor Manuel Queme, Justo 
Mazariegos Gramajo and Rene Castaneda. 


Charges 


Former Deputy Hector Emilio Sandoval y Sandoval, who worked as an asphalt 
pavement assistant in roadway zone No 2 in Jutiapa, charged that last 4 August 
he was called in by Mr Hugo Elmer Pacay y Pacay, the supervisor of the afore- 
mentioned roadway zone, who told him that he had received instructions the 
day before from the director of roadways, Carlos Rosenberg, that he had to 
resign from CAN or be dismissed from his job. 


"As he did not resign, on the 17th of the same month he was again called in 
to zone headquarters, where the supervisor told him that pursuant to 
instructions from the general directorate of roadways, he was to paint the 
initials PID [Democratic Institutional Party] along all of the roads he was 
in charge of. His response was that they should not pester him like that and 
could take their job back. 


"Thus, on 21 August, he received a radio message from the director of road- 
ways informing him that he was being released for failing to perform the 
jobs that he had been assigned at his various work places." 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


PID LEADER REPORTS ON PARTY'S ACTIVITIES AT ASSEMBLY 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 22 Sep 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz, the director general of the PID [Democratic 
Institutional Party], presented a comprehensive report on the party's 
activities in 1980-81 at its regular national assembly, which was held at 
its headquarters and attended by all departmental delegates. 


Among the accomplishments Alvarez Ruiz mentioned the opening of a printshop, 
which provides a very useful service; the distribution of 1,280 gifts on 
Mothers Day; the celebration of Journalists Day; 18,000 Christmas greetings 
to directors all over the country, which confirms that the party has been 
growing; several political work sessions; polls on whether the people prefer 
a civilian or a military candidate; installing PID members as president of 
Congress and in two secretariats; the reorganization of 36 affiliates, 14 
subaffiliates and 14 blocs within the country; the forging of an alliance 
among the PID, PR [Revolutionary Party] and FUN [Nationalist United Front] 
to back a single candidate for president and vice president, and other 
activities. 


He called on the delegates to redouble their efforts during this campaign 
and expressed satisfaction with the work done in the interior of the country, 
inasmuch as more than what was planned has already been accomplished. He 
also said that the PID's organization and support are reflected in the 
thousands of people who accompany the candidates on their swinge through 
departments. He concluded by saying that at the upcoming elections the PID 
would elect its fourth president because the PID is not used to losing. 


The chairman of the Political Council, Dr Jose Trinidad Ucles, pointed out 
that this was a political year that demanded a redoubling of efforts and 

that even though the previous 3 years brought no rest, efforts had to be 
maximized this last year with people working 24 hours a day. He also 
indicated that this was a crucial year for Guatemala, the first such juncture 
in 100 years, inasmuch as our enemy is not from Guatemala but in the form of 
outside intervention that seeks to sow destruction and destroy freedom. The 
PID will band together as one man to defend our principles, our faith and 

our freedom against this enemy, communism, 


55 














He added that development and peace are necessary for Progress. Peace is not 
just the absence of war; it is @ state of cultural well-being, of happiness 


for all, not just a few. When there is economic development, there is health, 
education and work, he stressed. 


He later mentioned the importance of the family, the unity that fosters 
democracy and the destruction of democracy under the communist doctrine. 


He said in conclusion that the programs of the Guevara-Ponce ticket provide 
for a comprehensive development that will benefit all Guatemalans. 


Dr Ramiro H. Alfaro, the man in charge of minutes and resolutions, read the 
minutes from the previous session, which were approved. 


The speech welcoming the delegates was delivered by Lionel Lopez Rivera, the 
assistant chairman of the Political Council. 


Speaking on behalf of the departmental delegates was journalist Arnoldo 


Nunez, the director general of the El Quiche affiliate of the PID, and 
the closing speech was delivered by Ramiro H. Alfaro. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BANK REPORTS DECREASE IN COUNTRY'S FOREIGN RESERVES 
Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 17 Sep 81 p 15 


[Text] On 21 August, the level of the country's unlimited international reserves 
dropped to 414.2 million. There was a reduction of 113.1 million in comparison 
with the 527.3 million that existed at the beginning of 1981. 


This is official information from the Bank of Guatemala, and it is contained in a 
document procured by PRENSA LIBRE wherein an analysis is made of various factors 
in the country's present financial situation. 


According to this document, the Bank of Guatemala has had to resort to external 
financial resources to bolster Guatemala’s international reserves. 


For this purpose, the bank has attempted to arrange loans with foreign banks, which 
it justifies by indicating that those funds are necessary for providing sufficient 

credit backing to the country's productive sectors, with a simultaneous attempt to 

prevent that measure from resulting in a large drain on monetary reserves. 


Some Loans 


It is noted that, last May, the Bank of Guatemala obtained a loan of 54 million 
quetzales, payable on terms of 5 and 7 years. 


Another loan, for 90 million, has now been arranged with institutions abroad, to 
be paid on terms of 6 months, because it involves financing preceding the contract- 
ing of longer term funds, to consolidate the short term financing. 


According to the Bank of Guatemala, those funds allocated to strengthen the country's 
internal liquidity are serving their purpose, as they are procured and transferred 
in the form of loans to the banks in the system, which are experiencing a heavy 
demand for credit from the productive sectors. 


The Central Bank is of the opinion that these funds will offset the decline that 
occurred in the ulimited international reserves, which amounted to 113.1 million 
during the nearly 8 months that elapsed from January to (21) August of this year. 


The Status of the Quetzal 
According to the same analysis, the flight of capital plus the drop in monetary 


reserves owing to negative impacts on foreign trade for Guatemalan products has 
had a negative effect on the factors which serve as a support for the quetzal. 
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However, mention is made of major factors for solving the elements of imbalance, 


including the recovery of the coffee market and a moderation of the inflationary 
pressures. 


In the case of coffee, it is noted that, after the crisis in June which caused the 
price to drop below $100, the recent prices indicate a level exceeding $125 per 
quintal of green coffee on the international market. 


It is commented that a price increase of nearly 25 percent is having a major impact 
on the receipt of foreign exchange from exports, on the payment of the costs 
incurred by the harvests and, generally, on the activities in which the investors 
are engaged, considering the importance of the nation's coffee growing. 


Another comment is made to the effect that the relatively small size of our country 
has caused the Guatemalan economy to evince a high degree of openness to other 
nations. 


According to the document, the foregoing means that the value of the exports and 
imports represents a high proportion of the economic activity and, as a result, 
the country has a high degree of vulnerability to international monetary events. 


In this regard, it is explained that, since Guatemala lies within the economic 
sphere of the dollar, and a fixed ratio of exchange with respect to that currency 
is maintained, it is logical that the fluctuations that the United States dollar 
undergoes with respect to the value of other currencies should wield an influence 
on the Guatemalan economy. 


According to the analysis, in previous years wherein the exchange value of the dollar 
showed a tendency to decline in comparison with other currencies, concretely, in 
comparison with the Swiss franc, the German mark and the yen, the price of Guate- 
malan imports from those countries tended to increase. 


Moreover, the price of oil also tended to rise, but, since it was paid for in 
devalued dollars, the monetary income of the oil-producing countries was reduced, 
although they maintained a high level of sales in volume. 


Under the current circumstances, wherein the value of the dollar is rising in 
comparison with the majority of European currencies and the yen, according to the 
Bank of Guatemala it is to be expected that the price of the imports coming from 
those countries, whose currencies have observed a reduction in their rate of exchange 
with respect to the American monetary unit, will decline. 


It is pointed out that most international monetary analysts are agreed that the 
strength of the U.S. dollar warrants reasonable expectations of greater stability 
in oil prices. 


According to this analysis, international monetary events could result in an easing 
of the inflationary pressures that the country has been experiencing. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


NEW REGULATIONS FOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE PURCHASES 

For Trips Abroad 
Guatemala EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 4 
[Text] Purchases of Foreign Exchange for Traveling Abroad 
The Bank of Guatemala Reports: 


The Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala notifies individuals who wish to 
purchase foreign exchange to travel abroad of the following: Starting on 14 September 
1981, sales of foreign exchange for travel abroad will be authorized in the following 
manner : 


1. Persons residing in the country will be authorized up to the equivalent of . 90 
quetzales per day and up to 3,000 quetzales per trip in foreign exchange for travel 
abroad, but the amount may not exceed 6,000 quetzales as a maximum annual sum, 
which includes the price of excursions abroad, contracted for and paid for in 
quetzales, and the price of the payments for use of credit cards during the travel- 
er's stay abroad. To reckon the days of stay abroad, the days of departure from 
and entry into the country will be counted. 


When the travelers are persons under 18 years of age, the authorization per day and 
per year will be reckoned thusly: 


a. Children up to 12 years of age: up to the equivalent of 25 quetzales per day, and 
750 quetzales per trip, and up to a maximum annual amount of 1,500 quetzales; and, 


b. Persons from 12 to 18 years of age: up to the equivalent of 50 quetzales per day, 
and 1,500 quetzales per trip, and up to a maximum annual amount of 3,000 quetzales. 


2. For trips to Central American countries, up to 50 quetzales in U.S. dollars per 
day may be authorized, and the rest until the daily quota of 100 quetzales is 
completed may be authorized in Central American currency or check, denominated in 
quetzales, payable through the Central American Clearing House. 


The cash requirements will be subject to the terms of Number 10 of this communique. 
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3. The authorizations cited in the preceding numbers will be granted upon presenta- 
tion of a duly vised passport and tickets issued by the transportation companies; 
excepted are travelers who are not using the services of transportation companies, 
in which case they will be required to present only the respective passport. 


4. Guatemalans and foreign residents who purchase foreign exchange for tourist travel 
must furnish a deposit of 25 percent of the foreign exchange purchased when the 
latter exceeds 500 quetzales. That deposit may be furnished in cash, or with govern- 
ment bonds with a repurchase guarantee. 


5. To obtain the refund of the guarantee deposit, the party concerned must present 
to the Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala (Investments and Bonds Section) 
the pertinent passport and the duplicate of the record of deposit, for the purpose 
of determining the number of days' Stay abroad and the amount of foreign exchange 
to which he is entitled. 


6. The Bank of Guatemala will refund the deposit in the following manner: 


a. 100 percent of the deposit if the number of day's stay abroad is equal to or 
in excess of the number that had been declared to obtain the respective foreign 
exchange; 


b. 100 percent of the deposit if, not having remained abroad for the total number 
of days planned, the person returns the foreign exchange pertaining to the number 
of days that he did not remain abroad; 


c. In the event that a repayment is not made of foreign exchange cited in the 
foregoing paragraph, the refund of the deposit will be subject to the decision in 
this regard handed down by the Ministry of Economy, in accordance with the terms 
contained in Articles 55 and 64 of the Regulations on Administration of the Emergency 
System for Control of International Transfers Through Capital Turnover. 


7. Any request for foreign exchange for travel abroad must be handled by the party 
concerned himself. Therefore, requests handled by third persons or travel agencies 
may not be heeded. 


8. Requests for foreign exchange for tourism, the air fair for which is that of an 
"excursion", "tour", etc., will be dealt with in the Exchange Department of the 
Bank of Guatemala. 


9. The annual period for purposes of determining the maximum annual amount to which 
a tourist is entitled according to Number 1 will begin on 14 September 1981. 


10. Persons residing in Guatemala who want cash to travel to the Republic of Mexico 
will be authorized Mexican currency only up to the equivalent of 300 quetzales. 

For trips to any nation of the world except the Republic of Mexico, the amount of 
cash to be authorized in United States dollars will be that up to the equivalent 

of 200 quetzales. 

Bank of Guatemala 


Guatemala City, September 1981 
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Personal Remittances 
Guatemala EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 4 


[Text] Personal Remittances Which Do Not Constitute Family or Study Remittances 

The Bank of Guatemala Reports: 

The Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala notifies persons who send foreign 
exchange to the order of persons residing abroad, in the form of rent, right of use, 
interest or dividends produced by assets located in the republic or by funds invested 
in the country which do not constitute a foreign investment , or pensions, retire- 
ment or other items categorized by the Exchange Department, of the following: 
Starting on 14 September 1981, such authorizations will be given as follows: 


1. Up to the equivalent of 500 quetzales per month per beneficiary, and 1,250 
quetzales per month and family. 


2. The Exchange Department will request that, in each instance, the residence of the 
beneficiaries abroad be verified. 


3. Exchange permits authorized before the foregoing regulations go into effect will 
retain their validity until their expiration. 


Bank of Guatemala 
Guatemala City, September 1981 

Family Remittances 
Guatemala EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 4 
[Text] Family Remittances Abroad 
The Bank of Guatemala Reports: 


The Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala notifies persons who send foreign 
exchange in the form of a family remittance of the following: 


Starting on 14 September 1981: 


1. Foreign exchange will be authorized for family remittances to parents, spouses, 
children and other relatives who constitute a family dependent of the requester. 
These remittances may not exceed the equivalent of 500 quetzales per month, and up 
to 1,250 quetzales per month and per family beneficiary, depending on the economic 
capacity of the requester. In each instance, the Exchange Department will verify 
the residence of the beneficiaries abroad. 


2. Exchange permits authorized before this regulation goes into effect will retain 
their validity until their expiration. 
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Bank of Guatemala 
Guatemala City, September 1981 
Remittances to Students 
Guatemala EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 4 
[Text] Remittances Abroad for the Support of Students 
The Bank of Guatemala Reports: 
The Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala notifies business firms or indivi- 
duals who remit foreign exchange in the form of support for students abroad of the 
following: 
Starting on 14 September 1981: 


1. Foreign exchange will be authorized for: 


a. Paying tuition and other expenses that must be paid directly to the educational 
centers; 


b. Lodging, food, and other personal and miscellaneous expenses, up to the equivalent 
of 300 quetzales per month, in advance, for students on the non-university level, 

and up to the equivalent of 500 quetzales per month, in advance, for students on 

the university or equivalent level; ~*~” 


c. Expenses of becoming settled, up to the equivalent of 1,000 quetzales, on just 
one occasion; 


d. In duly justified cases, the Exchange Department may authorize sums in excess of 
those cited in this number. 


2. Exchange permits authorized before the foregoing regulations go into effect will 
retain their validity until their expiration. 


Bank of Guatemala 
Guatemala City, September 1981 
Remittances of Foreign Technicians 
Guatemala EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Sep 81 p 4 
[Text] Remittances of Foreign Technicians 
The Bank of Guatemala Reports: 


The Exchange Department of the Bank of Guatemala notifies foreign technicians work- 
ing in the country who send foreign exchange abroad of the following: 
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Starting on 14 Septerber 1981, the remittances of foreign technicians working in 
the country will be authorized in the following manner: 


1. Those who reside with their families in Guatemala, up to a third of the monthly 
salary, provided the remittance does not exceed the equivalent of 500 quetzales 
per month. 

2. If their family, or part of it, resides abroad, and depends on them, two thirds 
of their salaries, provided the remittance does not exceed the equivalent of 1,250 
quetzales per month. 


3. Exchange permits authorized before this regulation goes into effect will retain 
their validity until their expiration. 


Bank of Guatemala 


Guatemala City, September 1981 
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